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LETTER II. 
TO 


SPRING RICE. 


Normandy, 29. April, 1835. 


Rn,— Hating the smoke of London as 
9; my ears, violated as they are by 
of the infernal hackney coaches ; 
eyes, blasted as they are by the sight 
, odie -five-thousand-pounds gate- 
, and by the hundred-and. fifty-thou- | t 
id-pounds picture gallery, the expenses 
Which are extracted from the sweat of 
fe working-people, whom the aristo- 
wish to reduce to a coarser sort of 
still such is my eagerness to have 
ress you in your new office ; that, 
pning the sweet air, the singing of 
da, and the coming-forth leaves, l 
: sigh for the 12. of May, as much 
ty maiden bride ever sighed for her 
ing-day. 
it; sir, are we to meet then ? I will tell 
yhat the people think; and that is 
than anybody else will tell you. 
pthink that the meeting will be put 
ain ; that there will be adjournment 
adjournment, on One. pretence or 
; and that the thing will finally 
t in this way ; just as a candle goes 
a socket, in a room where a parcel 
nkards are half asleep, and regard- 
the smell. It sometimes appears 
uite out ; then it sends up a little 
which appears,to haye no: base; 
2 is darkness again ;_by-and- by 
P appears no more ; nothing but 
h is left beh nd, and drapkes 
@ left to grope and roll about in 
‘3 to scold, to swear, and claw 
W. Cobbet!, Johason’s-court. 
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one another about at hap-hazard, till 
some sensible person comes, and drives 
them out upon the pavement, or on the 
common. ‘This, sir, is a figure of rhe- 
toric which the learned call a simile; and 
you know that, to rhetoricians, a good 
deal of latitude is allowed as to the exten- 
sion of facts; but, upon my soul, I do 
believe, that the popular opinion, which 
[ have here been endeavouring to describe, 
has in it a very small portion of exagge- 
ration; for, what did either we or our 
fathers ever see, resembling this state of 
things ? The King is advised, and well 
advised, to point oui to the Parliament 
the depressed state of agriculture, and to 
eall upon it to apply some remedy, if pos- 
sible. The Parliament answer his speech, 
and assure him, that the depressed state 
of agriculture shall Lave their best atten- 
tion. He tells them that eighteen-twen- 
tieths of his subjects are in a state of 
distress (for eighteeu-twentieths it is, ob- 
serve); he tells them that ¢hat is in a 
state of deep distress, without the pros- 
perity of which there can be no prosperity 
in avy nation ; he sees landlords without 
rents: he sees the tenants sinking inte 
poverty; our own committees have told 
us that lands are falling out of cultivation, 
for want of a sufficiency of labour em- 
ployed upon them; while the hing sees 
this, he sees that we have actually passed, 
a bill to authorize the raising of money 
upon the land to send labourers away 
from his kingdom. While he sees this, 
he thinks it his duty to call upon us to do. 
something for the relief of agriculture. 
We meet; and how do we obey the voice 
of the King, and listen to the cries of the 
people? We divide ourselves into. twe 
factions, and begin a desperate contest,. 
not for the preference.in obeying the 
King, and providing for the wants of his, 
people; but for a preference as to who, 
shall have the wielding of the powers of, 
Government, and who shall possess, its. 
patronage and emoluments, In_ one: 
thing, however, the two factions cordially, 


agree ; and that is, our King bas had the 


satisfaction to learn, in rejecting, by @ 
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vast majority, the only measure that has 
been hinted at for the relief of agricul- 
ture ! 

Having thus obeyed the King’s re- 
quest so far, the two factions renew their 
hostility, and fight and scratch and tear 
one another, till they compel the King to 
name a new set of servants, which causes 
a cessation of the performance of our 
duties for a whole month ; and which, in 
the meanwhile, exhibits to the nation the 
novel spectacle of a wooLsack without a 
Lord Chancellor to sit upon it! You; 
or, rather, the aristocracy, call us Revo- 
lutionists and Destructives ! when every 
step you take is revolutionary and de- 
structive. In the last six months you, 
amongst you, have done more to overturn 
the ‘‘ institutions of the couniry”’ than 
all that was ever even proposed by Tom 
Paine himself. 

But, having mentioned the woolsack 
without a Lord Chancellor, will you permit 
me to ask you, how it happens, that there 
is no Lord Chancellor now? We were 
told, by Sir Jonny Hosnouse, that when 
the King turned you out, you were all, 
the whole thirteen of you, perfectly agreed 
as to your measures and your policy, on 
which Sir Henry HarpinGe very perti- 
nently asked, whether Lord Broveram 
was not one of the thirteen. Do you 
tell me that that sweet-countenanced and 
soft-spoken nobleman, whose zeal for his 
beloved Sovereign made him promise the 
gobe-mouches that he would write to the 
King that very night, to tell him what 
honour had been conferred on him by 
his health having been drunk by them; 
who, from those regions of the north, 
with the flight of a Turkey- buzzard, swept 
the whole island along to SHankuin, in 
the Isle of Wight, just brushing, as he 
went southward, Sauisspury and Lord 
Ravnor with the points of the pinions of 
his right wing, and giving a brush with 
the same wing to the Mechanics’ Institute 
of the village of *Farrwam, as he came 
back ; and was next heard of, raising his 
beautiful crest of Brovcuam and Vavx, 
in the north of Lincolnshire, to the great 
joy of the nation, who, like boys at duck- 
lunting, were looking all around the 
horizon to see where he would next make 
his appearance: do you tell me that this 
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personage, whose pure modesty and sober 
good sense recently induced him to cast 
aside his coronet ,and all its glories, and 
to sign himself ‘‘ Henry Broucsam, 
homme de lettres, et avocat”’; do you 
tell me that a personage with all these 
merits is not fit to co-operate with you, 
in this case, because he asserted in the 
House of Lords, in the most distinct and 
positive manner, that tithes were, in all 
respects, on a level with private property ; 
that the parson was a landlord as com- 
pletely as the landlord himself; that they 
were ‘‘ partners” in the ownership of 
the land; that the parson was, indeed, a 
‘* sleeping partner”; but that his title 
to his share of the revenue of the land 
was just as good as that of the landlord 
to his share: and that the Parliament 
could no more take the parson’s share 
away, than it could take the landlord’s 
share away! And are you, in good ear- 
nest, now, going to set aside this amiable 
and sweet-spoken nobleman, on_ this 
miserable ground of ¢trconststency ! Are 
you going to pretend that he cannot be 
one of thirteen, or baker’s dozen, who 
are to carry into execution a resolution 
for taking the tithes away from the par- 
sons and giving them to God knows who, 
and God knows where and when, and for 
what purpose the powers of no imagina- 
tion can reach? Are you, upon this 
miserable charge of inconsistency, going 
to pretend that this modest and calmly 
sensible noble person is to be set aside 
upon such a ground; and that now, too, 
with the acts of his whole life before you ¢ 
Are you going to be so ungrateful as to 
forget the everlasting honour he conferred 
on you by prevailing on you to adopt the 
Poor-law Bill? Can you, without going 
an inch further, contemplate the happy 
effects of that bill; and, especially the 


yourselves, and still shut this amiable 
person out of your baker’s dozen? Do © 
you remember when the amiable person- 
age, being at Suerrretp in his canvass 
for the crack-skull county of York, got 
upon a high place, from which he over 
looked an immense crowd, lifted his hat _ 
up from that sensible head of his; swung | 
it round with that arm, bearing due pro- 


| Portion to the rest of the body, and i 


‘a 


tranquillity that it is likely to give to PP 
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Phat at once sweet and emphatical voice 
‘Of his, pronounced the eloquent words, 
*“CHEAP BREAD”? Do youremember 
.; and do you know that three four- 
nd. loaves are selling for a shilling at 
Aupans? Can you see this at once 
ious and patriotic prayer so amply ful- 
ed; in short, cau you see the eloquence 
Demostuensgs, the wisdom of Soon, 
modesty of Diogenes, all evinced in 
mellifluent flowings from the lips of 
his most amiable nobleman; and yet 
“hut him out from your bakers dozen, 
“and reduce that dozen to twelve ? 

' ‘I trust not! I trust in God not! For 
Hy own reputation’s sake I trust not : for 
“this affair come to a precious finish, 
hout his having a-hand in it, all my 
fophecies are not falsified, but malig- 
intly prevented from being tulfilled to 
le very letter, as far as they relate to 
amiable nobleman. Nor will you, 
‘take it, find it so easy a matter to lay 
m upon the shelf, as it is called. I 
Id as soon think of laying a live rat 
On the shelf. From the moment that 
d Grey, in the fulness of his wisdom, 
ide this man Lord Chane: llor, I dis- 
imetly, and in print, told him the conse- 
@uences of that step. He has felt the 
pnsequences ; and if there is anybody tu 
ame it is himself. Nor are the conse- 
wences by any means at an end; and 
hat you will find. However, this is only 
“Ohe point amongst the many, that now 
present themselves before you. 

» Your great difficulty, »s 1 told you in 
' former letter, lies in the bushel of 





































































0 t, and the impossibility of causing 
d that bushel of wheat torise in price, with- 
e __ Out-upsetting the whole of the system of 
ig ee matwnal faith.” You see two things - 
yy  Saiie price of the bushel of wheat declining 








market day, and the quantity of 
in the Bank decreasing as regularly 
ae same time. The Mark-lane price 
“the Winchester bushel of wheat is 
“now more than four shillings and 
nce. The quantity of gold in the 
mk has declined, according to their 
Swe showing, to six millions. 1 say ac- 
C fding to their own showing; and all 
believe of their showings is, ‘that 
> showings are to éhe full-extent of, 
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This being your situation, it signifies 
very little who sits upon the Treasury 
bench, or who sits upon the woolsack. 
All sorts of tricks and contrivances are 
resorted to, to make the people believe 
(and the stupid and grunting farmers 
love to believe a lie), to make them! be- 
lieve that the low price, and that the dis- 
iress of agriculture arise from causes over 
which the Parliament can have no con- 
trol. While the wrangle for the Trea- 
sury bench was going on, I said toa gene 
tleman, who is now in place again: ‘* It 
‘* is no use for you to get into place, un- 
“less you can do something with the 
** bushel of wheat: the bushel of wheat 
‘* at four-and-sixpence a bushel -will beat 
‘you all.” His answer was, ‘‘ That is 
‘* a matter beyond the power of the legis- 
‘* Jature; prices must be left to regulate 
‘* themselves.’’ I said, “‘ But must taxes 
be left to regulate themselves too’ ? His 
answer was, ‘‘ The public creditor must 
be paid.” I then told him, that he and 
his associates might get into place as soon 
as they could, and that I should have to 
congratulate them on the tranquillity and 
public support that they would there 
enjoy. 

As to you, sir, [ should be surprised, I 
should be astonished, at your entertaining 
the hope of being able to carry this sys- 
tem on. As to Mr. Poutert THomson, 
whose head is bemuddled with what the 
doctrinaires call political economy, and 
free trade, and the devil knows what; 
who makes national wealth, as Bopapru 
killed armies, “‘ all by computation”; 
who disregards the notorious facts, that 
farmers are in a state of insolvency, ut- 
terly incapable of being described, that 
hundreds of thousands of the people are 
upon the verge of stgyvation, that trades- 
men are in as ba te as farmers, or 
worse; who disregards these facts, and 
takes the amount of the consumption of 
exciseable commodities as a proof of the 
ease and comfort of the people; not fe- 
flecting that the more you take from 
industry and give to idleness, the greater 
that consumption will be; as to this gen- 
tleman he would not surprise nie if He 
were to cite thé increase of the ruinof 
tradesmen and farmers, as Prrr cited the 





havings. 





bankruptcies of 1793, as a proof of the 
F 2 
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“* great enterprise and superabundant 
prosperity of the country”; as, indeed, 
Liverpoot and Rivon (I think they call 
him now) did the breaking of the banks 
in 1825; as to this gentleman, he would 
not surprise me if I were to see him with 
a serious project in his hands to propose 
to the House to open a free trade with 


the moon; or, which is much about the|i 


same in point of common sense, to as- 
sert, that the earnings taken from trades 
men, farmers, mechanics, and labourers, 
and making them bankrupts and beggars, 
and giving their earnings to greedy spe- 
culators wherewith to make rail-roads, was 
the best possible way to provide for in 
ternal content, and for the defence and 
power of the kingdom. On the part of 








this gentleman nothing would surprise 
me. Very likely sensible, very likely just, 
as to all other matters, he is on these 
points as unfit to have anything to do 
with the management of the affairs of a 
nation as would be any poor creatur 
taken out of Bedlam. 

On Witiiam Lamp’s capacity or states- 
manship, decorum, and even common 
decency, forbid me to speak; and I will 
not speak of it. I should have a tolerably 
high opinion of the capacity of Lord 
Howick did I not remember his unfortu- 
nate speech on the uselessness, and even 
injuriousness, of ‘‘ gold and silver as 
currency’; and his curious Ricardo- 
idea, that, if we kept twenty millions of 
gold in circulation, we lost the use of it; 
for that, by letting it go abroad and sup- 
plying its place with paper, we should 
clear the twenty millions by trading with 
those nations who obstinately persisted 
in having a gold circulation ; his lordship 
forgetting all the while that two could 
play at this game as well as one; that 
what was good forgone nation in this re- 
spect was good fora others; and that 
my pig hearing your pig cracking peas 
would pretty soon be through the hedge 
to do the same. In short, that other na 
tions would make us buy the gold back 
again, or very soon reduce us to beggary 
and shame. I have with great pleasure 
heard several speeches from Lord Howicx, 
but this cursed Ricardo-nonsense has al- 
ways come into my mind when I have 


heard him speaking, His father well 
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ce for him; for if there be one 
it remaining, it will leaven the 
mp of his understanding. With 
opyou yourself, sir, I should have 
‘SOrprised, as | said before, if I could 
be holding a sort of public meet- 
itl? Sir Henry Parnevt, and other 
ap and Scotchmen, and proposing 
® for relieving the distresses of 
n by some sort of paper that you 
meant to issue. I published your speeches 


ei egnarked upon them at the time. I 
t time now to refer to the Regis- 
r t@§see the precise nature of your 





, but I remember well that I was | 
ied that you could suffer any pub- | 


on the subject to take place, the 
mce of the scheme being to add to 
gpannty of paper-money afloat, and 
F’leave the whole without legal tender. 
eciiffecting this scheme, and your speech 
tit COynmendation of it, I am not surprised, 
Pally as Sir Henry Parvez is one 
of your colleagues, that you entertain the ; 
hope of being able to get along with fifty 4 
millions of taxes, and wheat at four-and- 
sixpence the bushel. : 
In the meanwhile, however, every trick F 
and contrivance is put in motion to make 
the stupid landlords and farmers believe 
that the Government and Parliament have 
had nothing to do in causing the evils, © ~ 
and can do nothing in the way of cure. Pr 
Sappy Liverroo., when agricultural dis- 
tress rung in his ears in 1822, used to 
say this; and he was scholar enough 
always to have at his fingers’ ends the 
following couplet : 3 








“ Of all the ills that nations can endure, 


How few are governments the cause OF j 
cure.” va 


‘Oh, oh!” used I to say, “ Sappy! 
“take care what you are about, Sappy : t | 
‘* for, if governments cannot cure national 
‘ills, what the devil do we pay fifty mil- 
‘lions a year for government for? Ob, | = 
“oh, Sappy! if bad government cannot | 
‘‘ produce ills, why the devil all this 
“ boasting about ‘ glorious revolution, 
‘* “happyconstitution,’ ‘ House of Bruns- 
“ “wick,” and the like. If governments 
“ cannot cure evils, we may as well savé 





ae 





_ “the fifty millions a year: and why do 
_ * you have about ten thousand a year 
yourself, Sappy” ? This was the way 
that I used to answer sapient Li- 
RpooL; and this is the way I 
lall answer you, to be sure. This was 
Hyery silly expression from a generally 
sensible man. The fact is precisely 
2 contrary. Government is every thing 
mi: this case; the laws do all; out of 
Savages they make civilized people; they 
a ce slaves freemen, or freemen slaves: 
y make a people industrious, or 
“Tazy ; they make them cowards, or brave 
“men ; they make them happy or miser- 
‘able. Of the former of these two we 
have an instance in the case of America ; 
Wm the latter, in the case of Irelands-and 
Very nearly in Scotland and England. 
Wheat at four-and-sixpence a bushel is 
about the proper price. That is a thing 
_ Pegulated, not by law, but by the seasons ; 
but it is the laws that make men miser- 
able, amidst abundance and cheapness. 
That’s your point: keep that in your eye, 
and you will never repeat the couplet of, 
_ old sapient Liverroo.: you will let that 
as quietly as he is now lying, never to 
heard of again, except by those 
4 read my writings. That ‘* stern 
- path-of-duty” man had the governing 
Of us for nearly twenty years. Under his 
@fd Percevay’s and Grenvitve’s and 
Appixcron’s and Pirt’s sway, your 
fathers ate the sour grapes. Cannine, 
Prosperity-Gopexicu- Rivon - Rosiyson, 
~ Warercoo, Grey, Pee, and your teeth 
\ @fe set on edge ; I congratulate you with 
"all my heart on the delectable feeling of 
ber grinders, 
As to the ‘curing of ills,” don’t 
tle! no jibbing; there are the ills; 
7 |) eure them, state-doctor: there are the 
itty millions of taxes, and the wheat at 
r shillings a bushel: set to work upon 
7 nb. Do you shy? do you say with 
’ f colleagues, that I mentioned just 


| a : 
+ that they are evils beyond the reach 

























4 Srovernment? Now, if you have any 
¥ “y d for me, do not say so; and what 
. _ More, if you have any regard for the 
> aeeey government of this country. For 
4 What do we behold at this moment? 
4 lat have we seen just pass before us ? 
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ties than we are steeped in. The very 
semblance of gold and silver banished 
from the whole country ; the whole of the 
industrious classes devoured, or being 
devoured, by the atrocious bands of 
usurers. This was the ill. The country 
was reduced to that state by these 
atrocious usurers, that contracts were 
not worth a straw, and that the word 
property was almost without a meaning. 
These were the ills. How were they put 
an end to? not by crying and cant, but 
by an honest and sensible Government, 
listening to the voice of the people, and 
putting down the bands of usurers. Why 
cannot you do the same ? This is what is 
wanted, and this you must do; or you 
may as well abandon your post at once, 
and a great deal better for you. Instead 
of this, youare instituting inquiries ; or, 
at least, your predecessors were, into the 
smuggling of corn from the Guernsey 
and Jersey islands, and from the Isle 
of Man, whence, every man of sense 
knows, that not one single sack ever was 
smuggled. 

But the deceivers, as to this matter, 
and as to the effects of the Corn Bill, 
have open and willing and greedy ears, 
into which to pour their deceptions. The 
Prophet said of the Israelites that ‘* they 
loved lies”; that they said to the pro- 
phets, ‘‘ Prophecy to us smooth things, 
propheey to us lies”’; and when the 
Prophet told them the truth, they scarcely 
ever failed to handle him prettly roughly. 
I used to wonder why the beastly land- 
lords and greedy and beastly bull-frog 
farmers so hated me, it being my con- 
stant endeavour to take the crooked fingers 
of the Jews out of their pockets. Ah! 
but I found out that they had pensions, 
sinecures, retired allowances, grants, 
half-pay, crown-lands; and that they 
very clearly saw, and heard me say, in- 
deed, that, if the crooked fingers of the 
Jews were chopped off on New-year’s 
day, their own pretty white fingers must 
be chopped off on New-year’s eve. I 
found, too, that the greedy bull-frogs, 
though apparently dependent solely on 
the plough, had sons and brothers and 
nephews and daughters’ husbands, and 
the like, upon one list or the other list of 





i. a people steeped in greater difficul- 


the tax-devourers; and that very fre- 
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they .were Jews themselves! 
Sadly divided in their desires! If 1 could 
have taken the fingers of the Jews out.of 
their pockets, and have left the fingers of 
all these greedy devils in our pockets, I 
should have been a.fine feilow with them ; 
but not being able to do this, and it being 
contrary to my nature to wish it, they 
have always hated me like poison. 

Daddy Cokk was a most striking in- 
stance and illustration of all this. I had 
always been an advocate for upholding 
the land and the Jandlords, in preference 
to the bands of usurers. I had, for years, 
been proposing a reduction of the interest 
of the debt, and one of my reasons was, 
to prevent the Jews from swallowing up 
the estates of the nobility and gentry 
In January, 1823, I proposed a petition 
to acounty meeting in Norfolk, which 
prayed for a reduction of the interest of 
the debt. This petition was agreed to 
by thousands of people with the dissent 
of only seven or eight ; and it was voted 
that Coker should present the petition to 
the House of Commons. To my great 
astonishment, he set himself to work ; 
first, to prevent the high sheriff from 
signing the petition. Not having suc- 
ceeded in that (the high sheriff being a 


’ Tory, and not lost to all sense of honour 


and truth) he next set to work to call hole- 
and-corner meetings of his tenants and 
the parsons ; sometimes in public-heuses, 
and sometimes in barns ; at which meet- 
ings the county-petition was reprobated, 
and I myself most foully abused; and 
when I carried the petition to Coxe to 
present, he treated me in the manner 
that any other interested and rude black- 
guard would have done. I was really 
astonished at this. I was pleading his 
cause, as [| thought. The petition did, 
indeed, pray for an abolition of pensions, 
smecures, and so forth, as well as for a 
reduction of the interest of the debt ; bu: 
he was no pensioner, or sinecurist ; 
therefore his deadly hostility.to me ap- 
peared to be the most unnatural thing in 
the world. ad \, 

In this state of surprise with regard 
to Coxs's conduct I remained until the 
year i829, | think it was; when. the 
Daddy, being in his cups at a dinner at 
Lynn, called the “good old King” a 





‘bloody king.” The Tories, who were 
then in office,. pulled forth from their i 
pigeon-holes, the grant of a light-house § 
to the Daddy, called Dunceness light- —§§ 
house ; a grant from the ‘‘ bloody king,” — 
I believe, and enjoved by the Daddy, or 
some predecessor of his, during the whole | 
of the ‘“‘bloody king’s” reign. The |” 
grant had expired, not long before; and 
the patriotic Daddy had stickled for a 
renewal, which the Tories -had refused ; 
but they offered him one-half of the 
grant, which the lofty-minded Daddy ac- 
cepted of! The Daddy used, at his hum- 
bug harvest-homes and sheep-shearings, | 
to give the toast, ‘‘ Live and let live.” | 
That toast the Tories now applied to him. | 
At the time of the Norfolk petition he was 
receiving double the sum that he is. re- 
ceiving now, amounting, probably, to 
five or six thousand pounds ayear. Nor- 
folk petition prayed for the abolition of 
all unmerited pensions and all sinecures ; 
and hence the Daddy’s hole-and-corner 
meetings, and hence his abhorrence of 
me. At the time when the Daddy talked 
of the ‘bloody king,” the Tories had 
taken away half his grant. From his un- | 
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him ready to drink warm blood. His 
folly, however, was equal to his rage; 
for his attack on me swamped him, in 
spite of his acres. 

When one of my readers finds a trades- 
man, or farmer, or any body else, abusing 
me very violently, let him make inquiries ; n 
and he will find that the wretch is eithet gg 
a tax-eater himself, in some.shape % 4 
another; or that some of those dependent 
on him, or that he is dependent up0: 
are tax eaters. Society. in this, country 
consists, as far as relates to the. rich and 
the idle, of a chain of dependents, such 
as the world never saw before. Eve! 
men who are ruined by the taxes fear 0 
destroy them, in. many cases, lest the! © 
tax-devouring. connexions should suffer ¥ 
The nation is divided into two sets" FF 
persons, fav-carners and tax-calers. The | ?p 
former have been suffering Jong enoug! || 
The day of suffering to the latter is °§ 
come. To save this country from actl 
convulsive reyolution requires a.man Wi 
political courage sufficient to. face 
effect of that suffering, and with weigl 
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Isc } with the country to make them con- 
@in him, while he is inflicting the suf- 
ng; and, sir, without any want of 
Spect for you, personally; without any 
tion that your motives are not what 
‘ought to be, I must be permitted to 
at you are not that man. 
I am, sir, 
Your most obedient 
And most humble servant, 


Wa. COBBETT. 
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 PRere appears to be a doubt whether 
fd Joun Russerx will be re-elected 
evonshire. The Tories appear to be 
Gstering in great force: it is a great 
a ile country, all over studded with 
parish churches : the small farmers are 
very RuMerous in most parts of it: they 
e, like the rest of the Western people, 
bstinate, as it is called; but as | 

y very honest, and resolute in ad- 

to their opinions. If you look at 
istical acc.unt of England and 

at the end of my * Geographical 
onary” (which book, if you have 

you ought to have), you will find, 
here are four hundred and sixty- five 
Arishes in this fine country. You will 
find that the country contains 2,579 
re miles; and, of course, that foore 
a, church to every 54 square 
; and, of course, that the churches, 
erage, are only about five miles 
You will next consider that there 
arson, who officiates at every one 
2 465 parish churches ; for, though 
> cases, a journeyman parson does 
tk at a couple or three churches 
; still, either as rector, vicar, per- 
rate, chaplain “endowed, or sti- 
curate, there is one, or more, 
that have to do with, and have an 
in, every one of these parishes. 
your account with this, that 
of these parsons; that every 
their sons, nephews, and brothers, 
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> of whom are half-pay officers, | 


‘ 


270 


full-pay officers, tax-officers of some sort 
or other, retired-allowance people, and the 
like; lay your account that every one of 
these: then behold (pulling off your hats 
and ordering yourselves lowly and reve- 
rently) the bishop, the dean, the archdea- 
con, the ¢hancellor of the diocese, the 
rural deans, the prebendaries, the precen- 
tors, the singers, the residentiary canons: 
look, in short, at the whole of this body ; 
add to the male-body, all the parsons’ 
wives, daughters, and sisters, and sisters 
and brothers of the wives. Look at all 
this immense body; aod then you will 
have some idea of what my Lord Jonn 
has to contend against. ‘Think a little, 
too, of the characters and persevering 
dispositions and powerful interests of this 
immense body ; joined, too, by all the 
tabbies and the oid shuffle-breeches crea- 
tures that have retired from business, as 
they call it, and who are become zealous 
for the church, after years of proceedings 
meritiog the fate of Dives. Look at it 
all; and, if yoube a friend of Lord Joun, 
you will tremble for him. 

There is not a soul of these who would 
scruple at almost anything to defeat Loid 
Joun, whom they look upon as the leader 
of those who have pledged themselves to 
execute, with regard to Ireland, that which 
must find its way to England in a very 
short time. Observe, that the principle 
of Lord Joun’s RESOLUTION is, thatthe 
Parliament has the rightful power of 
taking away any portion of the tithes, 
the amount of which is more than neces- 
sary tor the “‘ spiritual wants” of those 
who go to church. I beseech you to read 
my little ‘* Legacy to Parsons.” There 
you will find an account of the parishes 
of England that have no churches, the 
parsons having suffered them to tumble 
down. There can be no spiritual wants 
supplied where there are no churches: 
there can be no grain sowed where there 
is no place to sow itin. The people may 
hunger and thirst after nighteousmesy 
but if there be no place for them to come 
tu to have their wants supplied 
should they pay anybody for sup 
those wants?’ Mr, SprineG en 
Joun’s colleague, and who is ndWw’t 
our master-man) received wonde 


plause for a speech in which he m 
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several parishes in Ireland, in which there 
was not a single Protestant. fie was 
cheered to the skies; or, at least, up to 
the roof of the place ; and when he asked, 
whether a reformed Parliament would 
tolerate such an abuse, as to suffer the 
people to have tithes extorted from them, | 
to be paid to a parson who had no flock 
at all, the cheers broke out into a shout, 
aod I myself joined in the shout. But, 
my friends, 1 juined in the shout, be- 
cause I knew that if it were so mon- 
strously unjust to give tithes to a parson, 
who had no flock, but who had a church, 
and the doors open ready to receive a 
flock, it was still more unjust to give! 
tithes to a parson who could have no flock, | 
becatise he has no folding-place; as | 
well knew to be the case in those parishes 
of Eng!and, which you will find mentioned 
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was one of those who begged pardon of 
God and the Pope for having made this 
church and the common prayer book, and 
he was one of the chief advisers of that 
Mary, commonly called the bloody 
queen. When Exizarern came to the 
throne, he was one uf those who re- 
enacted this church and this common 
prayer book: the particulars of all which | 7 
acts you will see in ** Legacy to Parsons,” 

From Henry the Eighth he got the 

grant of those immense estates belonging 

to the priery of Tavisvock, the abbey 

of Tuorney,and the abbey of Wospury. 

From Epwarp the Sixth he got the 

grant of Covent Gaxpen, and all the 

way sweeping up into BLoomspury and 

so forth; and he thus acquired the power 

of making me, when [ am in London, pay 

the Duke of Beprorp a tax on every 





in the ** Legacy to Parsons.” 
Of all God's creatures none have noses | 
so fine as parsons. I have related, some- | 
where or other, that I had a sow in Long | 
Island that could smell the wind, at the! 
distance of several hours before its! 
coming. Some people think that pigs, 
see the wind ata great distance. Though 
not belonging toany Mechanics Institute, 
I am philosopher enough to know that 
they smell the wind; but gifted as they 
are in the snout, their scent is not finer 
than that of the parsons, whose pre- 
science in regard to everything in which 
they have an. interest, positive and con- 
tingent, is truly astonishing: they clearly 
perceive how they shall be affected by 
ny Lord Joun’s Resonurion ; though 
they are unable to undo it, they know 
that the rejection of the author of it, by 
such a county as Devonshire, would go 
far towards marring it forthe present. — 
It is a very curious thing to contem- 
plate. The rounper of Lord Joun’s 
family was one of the great makers of 
this very church. His name was Joun 
Russert; Henny the Eighth made 
him a lord, and he was called Lord Rus- 


the throne, he, being one of the executors 
of the will of Hexry the Eighth, was 
one of the councillors of the young king, 
and one of the advisers of making this 
church and this common prayer book, 


cabbage and carrot that I buy at Covent 
GaRDEN ; a power acquired by his ob- 
taining a grant of that which before be- 
longed to the Catholic church and the 
poor, 

But [am not come to the most curious 
part of this history yet. it was at Exarer 


itself that this man performed the memo- 


rable exploit, which, very likely, obtained 
him Covent Garpen. The people all 
over England were discontented with the : 
change of religion, in the reign of Ep- " 


WarD the Sixth, and particularly with 
the graspings of the nobility and gentry, 
who had taken the property of the poor, 
ras well as that of the church, into their 
own hands. There were insurrections in “ 
many parts of England, demanding 2 
restoration of the rights of the poor, and 
complaining that they were made pack- 
horses by the nobility and gentry, who 
were wallowing in wealth belonging to 
them. The most formidable of these in- 
surrections was in the fine county ot 
Devon. Forces were sent against them; 
and they resisted and defeated the forces. 
At last German troops were sent for and 
sent against them, a pean defeated 
them at, and near, Exeren; and the 
commander of these Germans, amongst 
other acts of pretty nearly a similar cha | 
racter, took one of their leaders, who was 
a Catholic priest, and hanged him in his 
robes on the steeple of one of the churches 





























When Mary succeeded her brother, he 
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that Lord Russetr, whose name was 
Jouwn, and who was the founder of this 
a family ! Is it a superintending Provi- 
dence ; is it retribution provided by that 
wer: or is it chance that has made a 
endant of that Lord Russet the 
cial leader amongst those who are now 
Oposing to take the revenues from this 
“Bame prayer-book-church; in order to 
| sup rt which church his ancestor hanged 
a Romish priest from the steeple at 
' ta ETER ! 
So much for the Devonshire election. 
€ newspapers seem to suppose that 


ha Morrvern will have difficulty in 









“Yorkshire, and that there will be other of 


‘the new Ministers that will not be re- 
turned. I beseech wy readers not to 
bestow one moment of thonght about this 
Matter. It is of no consequence to us 
Which party triumphs. Neither party is 


disposed to do anything to relieve us of 


Our burdens; and that is all that we 
need care about for the present. Both 
patties are determined to make us pay 
malt-tax, hop- tax, svap- -tax, tubacco-tax, 
and to continue to take from the working 
“man one-half of his earnings, wherewith 
to pay pensioners, sinecure-people, hal:- 
pay. people and the like. Both parties 
Cordially join in resisting the demands of 
the people to lighten their burdens, and in 
lopting measures to make those burdens 
Wier than they are. The words Whig 
and gory are merely kept in use toamuse 
the people. Tie two parties understand 
another perfectly well; and | despise 
man who bids me hope for any good 
e people to be suggested by, or to be 
by, the consent of either of the parties. 
Bach party has its set of phrases, and 
pset of professions. Both talk of prin- 
(in many cases without appearing 
‘know the meaning of the word); both 
p beautiful speeches: to hear them, 
they are in a pious strain, you 
i think them the veritable elect: for 
I am lost when I hear these 
igelical effusions, and am ready to go 
my knees. At other times you 

@ think them really bursting with 
Mation at the thought of apy attempt 
rmine the * happy constitution ” 
country, or to invade any of those 
ered institutions” which compuse 
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our ancient form of government; which, 


‘under Divine Providence,” has caused 
this nation to enjoy such unexampled 
prosperity and happiness. 

You are lost when you hear this; your 
brains appear to be addled, and to be 
swimming about in your head ; but hav- 
ing taken a little time to steady yourself, 
and the fames being gone off, you tell 
the sublime orators that you have grown 
a patch of barley in your little field ; that 
it will make you fifty bushels of good 
malt; that this would find you and your 
family in drink for the whole year, and 
give you a barrel of ale for Christmas, 
and one for Whitsuntide; but that the 
laws that they have passed forbid you, 
under ruinous penalties, to turn this barley 
into drink ; and that, therefore, you be- 
seech their oratorships to alter the law, 
so that you may be able to have drink 
out of the fruit of your own labour. ‘Tell 
them this plain story; watch them; and 
you will see how they will jostle aod 
wriggle ; you will see their shoulders rise 
up and down; you will see them change 
from ane side to the other in their seat; 
you will see them simper first; then affect 
surprise ; then look grave ; then begin to 
gabble about the revenue; about the 
small sum that they have louse; about 
their disposable resources; about the 
vested interests, of Burke's executors, 
and of the Reverend Tuomas Penrose, 
who has twenty-two years pension for 
having been a pretended charge d'affaires 
at FLONENCE for five months, while he 
was tutor to Ecremont-Winpuam’s 
children; you will bear them gabble 
about the “ exigencies of the public ser- 
vice,” including, of course, the 75,0004, 
gateway; you will see tears almost come 
into their eyes, while they are beseeching 
you to think of the war-worn defenders of 
their country, and of their widows, and 
their valuable offspring. *At last having 
exhausted all other sources, you will hear 
them come to * national fuith,” a breach 
of which you will almost believe, before 
they have done, is worse than sacrilege 
or murder! And all this in order to pre- 
vail upon you to be quiet, while they put 
you above half to death for attempting to 
turn your own patch of barley into drink. 

However, this is the only way of deal- 
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ing with them; and in this respect the 
two parties are as much alike as any two 
peasthat ever grew upon one and the same 
spot. Therefore, give yourselves no trou- 
ble about who is elected and who is re- 
jected. All the taxes and all the abusrs 
of every description, will live as long 
under the Whigs as under the Tories. 
The Parliament must resolve at last to 
take the thing to pieces by law, with 
equity, and then it may be done quietly ; 
and if the Parliament will not do this, 
that must come, and will come, which | 
am resolved not to describe in this place. 
I am, your friend, 
and obedient servant, 


Wa. COBBETT. 





TO 


SIR ROBERT HERON. 


Normandy, 29. April, 1835. 

Sir,—I address you upon the subject 
of a Whig-scheme, which is on foot, for 
preventing the necessity of re-election, in 
the case of those Members of Parliament 
whom the king may appoint to some 
office, after they are appointed to office. 
I know that you gave notice of a motion 
to this effect; and as the scheme seems 
to be pushed forward by the Whig-news- 
paper, called the Globe, but which | call 
the ball of horse-dung, | take the liberty 
tu exercise my right, as pamphileteer, and 
as “ Sovereign of the press,” to remon- 
strate with you on the subject; and to 
endeavour to show you, that, if you could 
effect this object, you would do the peo- 
ple a vast deal more harm than the Re- 
form Bill has done them good; while, ai 
the same time, their right of resistance 
would arise, seeing that, if this proposi- 
thon were acted upon, it would not be an 
endeavour (as that of James the Second 
was) to subvert the fundamental laws o: 
the kingdom ; but that it would actually 
be a subversion of those laws. 

» Let us look at the laws (a thing which, 
God knows, we very seldom do) which 
relate to this matter. If there be any 
euch thing as fundamental laws, they are 
Soundation-laws ; Jaws that form -the 





basis of those measures and enactments, __ 
by which the people are to be governed ; : 
and if there be in the statute-book any = 
law of this description, it certainly isthe 
act, chapter 2, of the 12th and 13th year 

of WititaM the Third ; for, by that act, 

and by that act alone, his Majesty has a 
right to reign in this kingdom; and in 
that act are laid down the condetions | 
upon which he is to reign in this king. [| 4 ~ 
dom. 

The history of that act was this, James 
the Second and family had been set aside, aa 
because he had endeavoured, as it was 
alleged, to subvert the fundamental laws 
of the kingdom. A man had been brought 
from Holland, and made king, by Act of 
Parliament, which Parliament, as you 
know very well, consisted of a parcel of 
people got together without writ or sum- 
mons frem any recognized authority, 
However, allowing all this to be right; 
and that the affair really was a ‘glorious 
revolution.” On the nation went, under 
this Dutchman, who and whose parlia- 
ments, first tickled them with the malt- 
tax. However, unhappily, the Dutch 
man had no children. The Parliament 
enacted, that the heirs of his body should 
reign over the people of England ; but 
there were no heirs of his body, nor any 
likely to be. The Parliament, rather 
puzzled, passed the law, of which I aw 
speaking, which provided that a daughter 
of King James, whose name was ANNE, 
should be queen, after the death of the 
Dutchman. But, Nancy might die, 
without having a child, too; and thea, 
what was to be done, old King James 
and his som or sons, being still alive ’ 
Why, King James the First had a daugh- 
ter, who became, by marriage, Queen of 
Bowemsa. This Queen of Bonemi4 
had a daughter, whose name was S0- 
pura. Now, it was enacted, that thit 
Sopnta, who was at the time, Electress 
and Duchess Dowager of Hanover (Ah!), 
should, in case of Queen Anne dying 
and leaving no heirs, be Queen of Eng: 
land ; and, in case of her death before = 
that of Queen Anne, then her hei$ 
should be kings or queens of England. ! 
And thus it was that the family of Hao 
ver came to reign in this kingdom. | 


Now, sir, all this is contained in the ! 




































eta.wwere to rule, 


act, chapter 2, 12th and 13th year of 


ie Re the Third. But the act did 


something more than declare this business 
of succession to the throne: The people 
ngland were going to have a new set 
iguers bruught in to rule them; 
ir recent experience had taught 
;that it was prudent to make cer- 
nditions, upon which these foreign- 
These conditions are 
d in: the same act of Parliament. 
st these conditions was this: 
That no person, who has an office, or 
place of profit, under the king, or re- 
“ceives a pension from the Crown, shall 
“be capable of serving as a Member of 
“the House of Commons.” ‘This wasa 
of the bargain made with the people 
agland, in virtue of which bargain 
this. present family was put upon the 
This act is entitled, ** An Act 

ip the further limitati n of the Crown, 

“@ better securing the rights and 


° ties of the people”; and the act 
es with these words: ** Whereas 









o ws of England are the birth-right 
ne of the people thereof, all the kings and 
“ ns who shall ascend the throne of 
© this realm, or to administer the govern- 


“ me of the same, aceording to the said 
a and all their officers and minis- 
“ ters ought to serve them respectively, 


= ing to the same.’ 

_ Wf} then, there ever were a fundamen- 
tal la’ , this is such law. Nevertheless, 
he fourth year of the reign of Queen 
WNE (chapter 8), the’ Parliament, in 
pite of the people, took the liberty to 
i this part of the fundamental law. 
seeing what terrible use might be 
eof this power; seeing, that. by ir, 
king might stuff the Hoase of Come 
8 with retired-allowance people ; and 
ley were found troubiesome, get them 
eak their pledges to their constt- 
it was still thought necessary to 
them to a tiew election alter ac- 
gof anofice. The words of the 
itheee : “ Provided always, that 
; person being chosen a Member 
e House of Commons shall aecep' 
y office of profit from the Crown,. 

















 # Giving such time as he shall. continue a 
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ver, his election shall be, and is 
geby declared tobe void, and a nev 








2np! Max, 1835. 278 


writ shall issue for a new election, as if 
* such person so accepting was naturally 
**dead. Provided nevertheless, ‘hat 
‘such person shall be capable of being 
‘“‘ again elected, as if bis place had not 
** become void as aforesaid.”” Now, sir, 
this is the law to this day. It is a scan- 
dalous departure from the bargain made 
with the house ot Hanover, to be sure; 
but itis the law ; and, it the people really 
have the choosing of the Members of the 
House of Commons, | see no-very great 
harm in this; because the people have 
the power, at any rate, of not trusting any 
longer a man who is appointed to an 
afice. While the boroughmonger Par- 
liament lasted it was all a clear cheat. 
The newly appointed man might be 
crammed in anywhere. Ifthe were cho- 
sen, and freely chosen, for certain princi- 
ples that he professed, by a public-spirited 
city, for instance. Having broken his 
pledges to the city, he could not show his 
face there again ; but there were fifty cor- 
rupt and stinkiag holes to send him back to 
Parliament, to fill his place, and to fill 
his pockets with money. This was one of 
the benefits ofthis present reform: to get 
rid of this farcical and insolent cheatery 
was one of the benefits of reform, and 
always so represented byme; and, there- 
fore, repeal this part of this act, and you 
make our situation worse than it was be- 
fore the reform; for then. as soon as a 
man is found a little troublesome, a sop 
can be given him, and there he sits fur 
seven years, in defiance of his constitu- 
ents. He can be put out of his place, 
and have a retired allowance, and an- 
other put into it; and so on, till the 
whole House, though as smooth on'side 
as a swan’s-egg pear, is as rotten within. 


By a construction given to this act, 
the act, in my opinion, is constantly vio- 


lated now. According to the plain mean- 
ing of words, any man who accepts of 
any office of profit from the Crown, 
shall vacate his seat. Yet the Under- 
Secretaries of State do not vacate their 
seats! Why not? “Oh, they do not 
** accept of their office from the Crown, 
“but from the head Secretary 

“ State”! What a shuffie! What a 


bare-faced ' pretence ! | Why, then, they, 
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are impudent vagabonds, are they, when | 


they call themselves ‘‘ His Majesty’s 


Under-Secretaries of State,” which they | 
There are whole crowds | 


invariably do ? 
of them that ought to have tumbled out 
now, to go and face their constituents 
again, instead of sneaking behind this 
miserable subterfuge, as you see a rat 
squatting, and holding his breath, behind 
a truss of straw, ora shovel. By Heavens 
there wants a good Radical terrier to rout 
them out! What asqueaking there would 
be ; the whole homestead of WuitrkHALL 
would be in an uproar; and there would 
be their boarding-school wives, and there 
would be their Austrian-Hanoverian- 
dressed children, and there would be such 
a squalling, and the delicate females 
would be so shocked at the idea of being 
sent back to be bothered and bully-ragged 
by the fellows in leathern aprons. ‘‘ From 
the Crown”! Whatan impudent shuffle, 
to say that an Under-Secretary of State 
does not receive his appointment from 
the Crown! Suppose a soldier were to 
say that he owed no duty to the King, 
the King not having presided at the en- 
listing of him! Suppose you were to 
knock down a constable, saying, You beg- 
gar, the King did not appoint you; you 
were appointed by a set of beggars like 
yourself, met at a court-leet, or at Guild 

hall; you use the name of the King; 
what the devil does the King know of 
you? Now, Sir Rosert Heron, is it 
not monstrous that men with good coats 
upon their backs, and able to read, which 
the greater part of them are, should not 
know, or should have the blasphemous 
impudence to pretend not to know, that 
they possess, and can possess, no more 
authority than so many bugs, except they 
derive that authority from the King ? 

In short, the thing is bad enough as it 
is: the scheme which is ascribed to you 
would make it a great deal worse than it 
is. To pass the proposed law would sink 
the reformed Parliament a great deal 
lower than it already is; and, which is 
the great danger of all its bad measures, 
would lead the minds of the people to a 
thorough conviction, that they had no- 
thing to hope for from the Parliament ; 
and if they should, unhappily, arrive at 
that conviction, I need not, in addressing 
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an experienced person like you, even hint 
at the consequences. 

I am aware, sir, how delicate a thing 
it is, even to hint at the constitution, 
laws, and practice of America, where 
there are no gateways costing seventy- 
five thousand pounds, and no starving 
creatures, who have had their earnings 
taken away to pay for, such gateways, 
But, aware as I am of the delicacy of the 
thing, and inadequate as [ feel my ca- 
pacity to touch it as it ought to be 
touched ; big as I feel my fingers, blunt 
as I know my hatchet to be; I must, in 
this case, refer to America. There, sir, 
not only can no tax-receiver sit in the 
Congress ; not only can no person, re- 
ceiving any public money whatsoever, 
stt there; but he cannot receive emolu- 
ment from any office, or from any source, 
until two years after he has been out 
of the Congress, if the office, or source 
of emolument, has been created while he 
was sitting in Congress! So cautious 
were the Americans; so resolved were 
they, that nobody should sit in Congress 
to vote the people’s money into their own 
pockets. 

Ah! say you, but America is a repub- 
lic! For the love of God, sir, take care. 
Pray do not tell us that we must have a 
republic, or have members to vote our 
money into their own pockets! Pray do 
not tell us that we must have gateways to 
cost 75,000/. ; that we niust pay pensions 
for five and-thirty years to the executors 
of a pensioner, after the pensioner is 
dead; that we must pay a pension, for 
twenty-two years, to a parson who has 
two livings in the church, for having been 
Charge d’ Affaires for five months at 
Florence, he being a tutor to a man’s 
children all the while. Pray do not tel! 
us that we cannot adhere to the old law, 
and shut bastards out from dignities in 
the church; in the name of all that has 
common sense belonging to it, do not tell 
us that we must submit to all this or have 
a republic. I do not want a republic, 


but I want not to submit to these things: 
submit to them I will not any longer that 
Tam compelled ; and that, I boldly say. _ Ree 
SA Englishman who is not of . 
mind. 


America is a republic, is ix? Americ — 
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Cannot have such gateways, and such 
_ Swarms of insolent pensioners, and half- 
| wy people. She cannot have heroes of 
ATERLOO to have a million of pounds 
sterling a piece. She can have better 
things, she can have fleets and armies to 
fat those who have these fine things, and 
she can have a working people not robbed 
_ f their earnings, nor of any part of 
their earnings. Shecan have ten ambas- 
$adors sent to Europe more able than 
and ever sent, and ten times as able 
@s those that she sends now. Anprew 
JaAcCksox, who has no cream - coloured 
horses to draw him along amidst starving 
tribes, or hired hussaers; who calls him- 
self the ‘‘ fel/ow-citizen”’ of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, can make 
fand-dealing Louis Puitirrr, and his jab- 
bering and noisy ‘“‘ Chambres,” eat their 
Words, as hearty as a ploughman eats his 
luncheon. If these be the effects of re- 
nism, we shall begin to say, by- 
and-by, that a republic is “not such a very 
frightful thing. 

Now, sir, 1 do not know that you have 
on foot any such project as that which I 
have described; but I do know that the 
newspapers have ascribed such project to 
you. I do know that it was my duty to 
remonstrate with you upon the subject ; 
and as I have done it without any feeling 
Of disrespect towards you, I hope that 
this address will give you no offence ; 


aed 






I am, sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 


Ws. COBBETT. 


4) 
ve — 
Oe 
_ Iw another part of this Regis/er there 
two pretty long papers. The first is 
fh account of the affair of Sroxe-Poces, 
taining a refutation of BrovcHam’s 
ions relative to that affair. The 
ind, is a letter addressed to myself by 
» SHeauan, of Corx; both which 
si beg leave most earnestly to re- 
mend to the attention of my readers. 
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AFFAIR OF STOKE-POGES, 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


A Pamphlet, published in refutation 
of the Assertions of Brougham. 


IN 


ae 


Lorp Brovexam having thought fit, 
in a speech on the 17. of March, to call 
in question the allegations of a petition 
presented to the House of Lords, from 
certain rate-payers of the parish of Stoke- 
Poges, in the county of Bucks, it was 
thought necessary to transmit certain 
documents to his Grace the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the county, in vindication of 
such petition: and his Lordship having 
again, on the 24. of March, repeated 
his opinions, the documents are now 
published with the petition, which, to- 
gether with the following observations, 
will tend to prove that the parish is not 
in the neglected d and mismanaged state 
which his Lordship is pleased to repre- 
sent. The principal parts of the speech 
(as reported in the newspapers) which 
require particular notice, are most of 
them refuted by the petition itself, or by 
the affidavits. 

His Lordship states that the union in 
question was established in consequence 
of a petition from the paupers of a num- 
ber of parishes in the hundred, of which 
Stoke forms a considerable part. It is 
believed that an application was made to 
the commissioners from the parish of 
Burnham, by no means numerously 
signed, that no other parish had to do 
with it, much less any parishioner of 
Stoke. 

His Lordship alludes to the assistant 
commissioner, and to the meeting at 
Salt Hill. Four affidavits prove that ob- 
jections were distinctly made to the pro- 
posed union at that meeting, which were 
reported, it appears, to his Lordship as 
unanimously in its favour: they also 
prove that it was generally understood 
at that meeting that the paupers would 
he classed, aid divided, and their respec- 
tive families separated, on being received 


into a central poor-house. His Lordship 
states that this information was: derived 
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—s see there were at that time 
from the clergyman. of the parish : pred | senaige ae tg including’ the. two 
be dietinc ty Come oot oe eee cn kien I ieee 
affidavits. His Lordship afterwards 4 ses a elit attended, the, Sunday. 
presses himself strongly on this point, be pile ussdy, Plaats imp crat*yl 
considering it entirely ideal and imagi-| i Phase sh yet they were acci- 
nary. Besides the evidence of the pa Fite ditty ob thank, tcp. teen, ees 
ty ‘og age senate 8 Fay RS 
mamioner (who sie, im & converen-| an i ao and that there was 
tion which took place expressly for the | 0 ee pe Nd gel Seg 
consideration of the proposed anaes OF Per? infirm from age and consequent 
parishes, stated what was eventually al et » 
become. of the furniture and goods oe hei ae Sy eye ee ye 
longing to paupers received into the | 2 at of the panpers in the workhouse of 
cantae} poor-honse), it sto be. remenked. | t Log atish, at the time of the assistant 
that the letter from the commissioners to | mn ° saat visit, were two shillings 
nis pe sgh eke pnemaieny of ain ar | a pra te head. igi Hy Bag 
27. of March, does not state tha: \é * alicman 
married couples will not be separated, | by ia eornen Aes ng hs ae igh 
even if in the same house ; nor that. the Hate : be mentioned, that duriug the 
children will not be taken from reg bx esngPnak ene cs tnpRy ol 
er pedi + oy ypameay a Ped, C2 are only collected as_nine- 
ever that age may be). appears, IL- | BA ret al. aed 
deed, difficult to imagine oe the nant) DEAD, yr Pe rk aig stile 
law is to be carried into effect withou " : nes the lawyer's, 
some such classification ; which has been, | having been paid, excepung odie of 
upon good grou pose to — par | gyn types kay — a 
the intention of the commissioners, , : % 
also the purport of the act of Parliament. | benses of (es Pn oe aie 3 i a 
His Lordship states, that the principal | fos ante Seok diminished; several 
objection of the parish was to the erec- ic rgyme , 52 Ra va bee bind 
tion of a central house on their common ; | bene a ins! tution ee gy se a 
the petition will prove that it was to the coal func He et hed . poo ip poor are iD 
union itself. It will likewise show, that | ty re 80, , ~ tribating ie, snl 
the poor-house was not held up as a pat- te. Eso theo career af thas famllion 
tern for other parishes, although it would | in summer — 3 saga pe teins 
well bear a comparison with, that of} in winter. 4 a : » ae ior 
Cookham, mentioned in the letter of the proved. It may be r Fall can. 
commissioners ; and as for Dawney, in- | are, a “¥ Soar gage ae x gl 
stanced by his Lordship, =e is not peng ane attach 
present, nor most probably ever was, a/ thet S. — ee 
rkhouse in that parish, which is by no| The poor-law commissioners, in a i 
i well 2 sen in other respeets.| addressed to his Majesty’s aoe od 
The affidavits will, however, show the| cretary of State for the Home ie 
opinion entertained by the assistant com- | ment, dated 17, of Mareh, 1885, orial 
missioner himself of the management of| been pleased to consider the ee . 
Stoke workhouse ; and the affidavit of the addressed to them as proceeding. ron 
medical attendant will strongly correbo-| portion of the inhabitants: of the — 
rate his testimony. who were disinclined to. be: — s 
His Lordship states, that three bastard} the union, aud whe desired to be;le ; 
children, were, at the time of the assistant| the undisturbed management of their Re 
commissioner's visit, living in the work-| rochial affairs; and not as declaratory f 
house,with nineteen diseased individuals ;| the. general. and united. prayer of @ 
that. the. children were. dirty, and neg- classes..of the parish Colehamestin Hi: 7 
lected; and that one. of them. did. not| signed by one hundred and fifty-six 
koow, hie, alphabet. An, affidavit. will} of two hundred and sixteen: rate-payet®, 
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many of those who did not sign being 
awidows, &c.) the following petition was 


ed by one hundred and forty-two 
bitants, labourers, and others of the 
parish who did not sign the before- 
ntioned memorial and petitions; the 
le population of the parish being 
he aa t twelve hundred and fifty-two per- 
_ aps, of which eight hundred and sixty 
@re stated to be women and children. 
The general disinclination of the parish 
-ttowards the intended measure cannot, 
Wherefore, be doubted. 
- The observations on Lord Brougham’s 
h, andithe references already made 
yto; the accompanying documents, will 
supersede the necessity of many remarks 
wipon the commissioners’ letter. 
“Their attention to the many applica- 
“tions made to them by the parish is fully 
@tknowledged. The parish, as the me- 
wmorial shows, never requested to be ex- 
@mpted from their superintendence and 
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seontrol ; but from being involved in a 





‘anion, from which it appears much hard- 
hip and inconvenience will eventually | 
garise to the poor, and much increase of 
@@xpense to the parish in general, and | 
wwbich the state of the parish is proved not) 
@o@ require. It is, however, to be observed, 

with reference to this letter, that, although | 
tthe central poor-house is not erected 
Within the parish, the paupers must, 
then taken into it, wherever it may be 
built, be inevitably mixed with those of 
other parishes ; and also that the central 
_ position of the parish, and the bounda- 
_ fies of the union bythe Beaconsfield Hills, 
- &e., appear entirely arbitrary, and at the 
_ €ontrol of the commissioners ; and that it 
ears hard that the interests of the pa- 
should be sacrificed, because by ar- 
ngements, which might apparently be 
ily altered, its position has been made 



















2% Phe expenses of the parish, and also 
B eventual separation of ‘the married 
their families, have already been 
ied to. 
t,only remains, therefore, to notice 
}strong recommendation made in the 
mmissioners’ letter of the workhouse at 
m,.as a pattern for other parishes, 
h. recommendation will, it is to be 
ped, justify the following observations, 


if 
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which are reluctantly made out of sincere 
respect for the person who has had the 
superintendence of it; but where the 
future welfare of the poor is concerned of 
that parish in which the adoption of the 
system at Cookham is recommended as 
peculiarly applicable by such high autho- 
rity, and where it is believed correct in- 
formation has not been given to the com- 
missioners, it appears necessary to state, 
that in a letter which it is much to be re- 
gretted cannot be made public, it is stated 
that in'the early part of last year, part of 
the select vestry went from Aylesbury te 
Cookham, in order to obtain all. the in- 
formation it could to guide them in the 
system of the management of their poor. 
They waited upon the person who had the 
sole management of that parish, and he 
gave them every information. Upon ask+ 
ing him how the poor fared in the poor- 
house, he remarked it was desirable to 
make that as irksome as possible, to deter 
paupers remaining any length of time in 
it. And no place could appear less caleu- 
lated to give comfort to poor and indigent 
| Persons : it appeared very ill conducted, 
‘without any system or regularity; the 
few persons in it were mixed together, 
and did not appear to be at all classed. 
Now it is manifest, from what has: been 
already stated, that this system of ecoer- 
cion, however called for in other parishes, 
is not required in that under considerae 
tion. Refractory and idle poor should 
undoubtedly be punished, and brought to 
a sense of their duty to themselves and. to 
the public ; but to apply the same system 
to all who, from misfortune and want of 
employment, may become paupers, is 
another question. It is to be: believed, 
that want of employment, proceeding 
from various causes, which have long and 
heavily pressed upon the higher and mide 
dling classes of soeiety, has been onevof 
the chief causes of the distresses- of: the 
poor ; at least it may be asserted thatthe 
poor of Stoke parish will, generally speak- 
ing, be always satisfied and contented if 
they can find employment ; but how that 
is to.be found for such numbers as will, 
according to the new arrangement, ibe 
sent to the central poor-house in its im- 


mediate neighbourhood, it is difficultae 
jimagine, without taking away employ- 
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ment from the regular labourers. § 
said, that if discharged they are n 
be again admitted without a fresh om 
they will naturally, in that case, all t 
home and place being broken up, € 
seek for work on the spot, at any W& 
they can get, and thereby probably tio 
out of work the regular labourers, % 
having families to support, cannet 
for such wages; or they will be thg 
upon the charity of the public, or 
-will have recourse to dishonest mea 
subsistence. 

A pauper is at present relieved by those 
who know and are peculiarly inter§}se 
in his exact situation, and he rey 
with his family, and in his house, ti 
cumstances enable him to do witj 
relief : under the new system, as expl wnt 
by the assistant commissioner, he ngght 
be taken from his family to the>e¢ 
poor-house, his family be broken u 
furniture and goods taken possessic 
and all his former connexions for the 
interrupted. 
landlord is to recover his rent, and 
ther it is not likely that he would imme. | 
diately enter a distress upon the pauper’s 




























re Of the prosperity of the state (for upon 


It may be asked, ee comfort and welfare of the poor not 


sources. Under the new generalised 
ystem such relief will, by the proposed 
emoval of paupers, be either impessible 
ar with difficulty applied ; and it may be 
Houbted whether such charities will not, 
Yor the most part, be discontinued, when 
hey can only be exercised under the 


superintendence of a distant board of 


som missioners, delegated to persons who, 
jowever benevolent and well-dispoged, 
‘an neither be acquainted with, nor have 


+|gny particular interest in, the circum- 


tances of each individual case. These 
observations, it may be said, do not apply 
o all parishes; they do to the one in 
juestion. It is, therefore, most earnestly 
rayed, that the union as regards this 
parish may be prevented ; that those ha- 
hits which have so long subsisted, equally 
eneficial to the rich and to the poor, 
iat identity of interest which was for- 
merly an inherent quality.of the British 
constitution, and one of the chief sources 


nly the happiness of the rich, but the 


stability of Government, are founded) ; 


|that those habits of contented attachment 
property, and also whether the rents of 
such cottages would not probably be much | 


to home, and of subordinate respect to 
their employers as the sources of their 


increased from their occupation becoming | happiness, may not, in this instance, con- 


eventually so precarious. 

The assistant commissioner stated, as | 
appears by one of the affidavits annexed, 
that the expenses of these central houses 
were partly to be paid for from the pro | 
ceeds of property belonging to the several | 
parishes in the proposed union; the| 
property of one parish might, therefore, | 
in many cases, be applied to the uses of 
others, and not exclusively of that to 
which it belongs. Many other objections 
to this part of the arrangement might be | 
urged, particularly as regards the parish 
iM question, which possesses land, secured 


to it by act of Parliament, for the right of 
turbary. 





Under present circumstances, in the. 


tase of illness or of accident, comforts of 


various kinds, provisions, &c., and more | tio 
especially the personal consolations and | 


superintendence of their friends (particu- 
Jarly that of their own cleliyythaint' ba con- 
stantly and efficiently bestowed in the 





parish in question), are never-failing 





trary to the express desires of all con- 
cerned, be hazarded by an experiment 
which cannot be productive of any good, 
and from which it appears much evil and 
inconvenience may ensue. 





DOCUMENTS, 
No. I. 


To the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
in Parliament assembled. 


The humble Petition of the under- 
signed Owners and Occupiers of 
Land, and others, Rate-payers, in 
the Parish of Stoke.Poges, in the 
County of Bucks, 


Showeth,—That your Lordships’ peti- 
hers, viewing with great alarm the pro- 
posed union of the parish in which they 
reside with eighteen other adjacent pa- 
rishes, under the Act passed in the last 
session of Parliament for the better admi- 
nistration of the Poor-laws, beg’ leave 








most strongly to draw the attention of 
; you honourable House to the following| 
Memorial, which was transmitted by 
them to the commissioners under the said 
et, and a copy of the same to ha® Ma- 














f in consequence of the arrival of the 
Seistant commissioner employed to carry 
to effect the provisions of the said Act: 


/ "To the right honourable the Com- 
© missioners for the Administration 
"of the Poor-laws of England and 
—- Wales, &c. &e. ‘ 

_ * We, the undersigned resident nobi- 
lity, clergy, gentry, farmers, and hes 


ae. inhabitants of Stoke -Poges, 
the bundred of Stoke, in the county of 
Weep derstanding that it is in the.con- 


demplation of your honourable board: to| 


GS 









dreds of Burnham and Stoke, 
- diseretionary power given to your board 
by the twenty-sixth section of the Act; 
and that the said parish of Stoke Poges i is 
in the said contemplated union; 
and that it: is the intention of your ho- 
mourable board to make this parish the 
board of the said union; and 
moreover, to erect within it a general or 
common workhouse, for the reception of 
the able/bodied, but unemployed, paupers 
of the several surrounding parishes of the 
said union ; 
“We, the undersigned, being deeply 
ed with the conviction that both 
} measures will prove, in the highest 
detrimental to the interests, in- 
i comfort, and well-being of our 
» most earnestly solicit the fayour- 
Sattention of your honourable board 
peculiar state and circumstances 
Ur parish, and to the evil conse- 
tes which must result to it from be- 
orporated into the said union: 
Oreover, from being made a focus 
© confluence of strangers from all 
frounding districts. 
fe therefore respectfully represent, 
ge actual and habitual state of our 
‘Is one which, by the blessing of 
8 free from most of the evils which 
jected union of parishes and the 
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principal Secretary of State for the | 
Department, the 6. of February) 


a union of the parishes in the himn-| 
under the| 


vp 


£90 


general workhouse system, are intended 
to correct, in consequence of the many 
resident gentry in the parish, and other 
persons of substance, who have it in 
‘their power, and who make it their con- 
stant care to relieve the wants of the 
poor and the burden of the parish rates, 
by private charity, and by furnishing em- 
ployment, so far as lies in their power, 
for the labourers ; and that there does not 
exist in the parish that system of intimi- 
dation which is one of the chief evils pro- 
posed to be corrected by the union. 

‘‘ That we, the undersigned, entertam 
ithe most decided objection to our poor 
being removed, in the event of distress or 
sickness, out of their own parish, and 
n|from under the eye of those who have 
always sympathised with them, and con- 
tributed to their well-being in times of 
'prosperity and health; or to ) their families 
being broken up, and their members 
separated, in the event of failure or mis- 
fortune obliging them to seek for parish 
relief and to accept of the workhouse. 

‘* That we further feel great uneasiness 
from the prospect of the ill effect of our 
able-bodied poor, who may be sent away 
to a general district workhouse of the 
union, forming connexions with, and 
introducing into this parish the habits of, 
the worthless of other districts, with whom 
they must necessarily associate in a 
neral workhouse, and of the morals of our 

parishioners being deteriorated thereby. 
We entertain an equally strong objection 
to the erection of a general workhouse 
within our parish for the reception of the 
able-bodied and unemployed paupers 
from other parishes, as tending, not 
merely to our own permanent discomfort 
and annoyance, but to the serious injury 
of the moral character of our own poor, 
by the circumstance of their being thereby 
necessarily brought into still nearer and 
more extensive contact and connexion 
with stranger-paupers ; an effect which 
the circumstatice of proximity to a general 
workhouse must, from varioos causes, 
necessarily produce. 

‘We further beg leave to represent, 
that we possess a well-conducted work- 
house, which possesses many conveniences 
for the accommodation of our own aged 
poor, and that, with some additions and 
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alterations, which we are most willing 
and desirous to make, we shall be enabled 
to carry into due effect a principle of 
classification, and many other of the ob- 
jects sought to be obtained by a parochial 
union; and we are ready to meet any 
suggestion which your honourable board 
may think it necessary to make respecting 
the improvement of our workhouse, the 
classification of its inmates, the treatment 
of the sick, and the instruction of the 
children, and to carry them into full 
effect. 

‘We therefore earnestly hope that 
your honourable board will take into 
your serious consideration the peculiar 
circumstances of our parish, and the ge- 
neral feeling of us, the rate-payers there- 
in, respecting the aforesaid matters, and 
that the justice of your honourable board 
will not sacrifice the interests of an order- 
ly and flourishing parish to any supposed 
advantage to accrue, from its local situa- 
tion, to other adjoining parishes, so as 
to compel a union with them, and thus 
check, and perbaps extinguish, the spirit 
of internal improvement, and of social 
wnion, which now happily exists within 
it, and which, while it is in operation, is 
a cause the most conducive to the well- 
being of a community. 

‘“‘ We therefore most respectfully pray 
your honourable board, that our parish 
of Stoke Poges may be exempted from 
all union with, or incorporation into, any 
other parish And further, that no ge- 
neral workhouse for the reception of 
foreign paupers may be erected in .our 
said parish; and that we may be per- 
mitted to manage our own poor and our 
own workhouse, under the direction of 
your honourable board, according to the 
provisions of the act. 

“We beg leave to add, that we shali 
think it right to transmit a copy of this 
our representation to his Majesty’s prin- 
cipal Secretary of State for the Home De- 


partment. 
(Signed by) 
Ear! Sefton J. Welch 
Lord Montague Jy 
“Hon. and Rev. S. Go- Th. E 
~ Osborne Th; Brent 





Rev. J. C. Evars J. Arnot 





f 


Rev. R. Battiscombe 
Rev. H. S. Atkins 


Lt.-Col. J. Rolt 
Granville Penn, Esq. 
H. J. Willmer, Esq. 
C. T. Depree, Esq. 
W. White, Esq. 
Thos. Botham 
W. Thompson 
W. Cooper 

J. Edgson 

G. Burgiss 

J. Barton 

Am. Clarke 

J. Audrey 

Ed. Clarke 
Edmd. Clarke 

J. Chiiverd 

J. Chipps 

Th. Coxe 

Jos. Carter 

Jos. Childs 

W. Dodd 

H. Deane 

W. Deane 

W. Elkins 

D. Edgson, sen. 
D. Edgson, jun. 
W. Edgson 

Jos. Everidge 
Wm. Elderfield 
W. Eales 

Thos. Fox 

Thos. Grove 
Jos. Grove 

Jos. Garraway 
Jas. Garraway 
Rd. Harding 

G. Hoskins 

W. Hutchins 
John Hawkes 
Rd. Harris 

W. Hare 

Joh. Hayell 

Th. Hutchins 
W. Hutchins, sen. 
C. Luff 

Th. Lack 

J. Littleboy 

Jos. Baker 

Jos. Brent 

Md. Beaman 
Thos. Brooks 

M. Clarke 
Jonath. Caudrey 
— Davis 

Joseph Devonshire 
John Deane 

Jas. Devonshire 
Rd. Davis 

W. Devonshire 
Thos: Biigso 

' n 
Thos. Fletcher 
Thos. Groves 








Jos. Guttridge 










J. Allum 
Th. Archer 


Lt.-Col. Howard Vyse J. Archer 


Th. Buckland 

Jos. Bursom 

J. Broadhurst 

W. Brock 

J. Bennett 

G. Bargas 

Ed. Bumby 

J. Burgas 

J. Benham 

W. Bumby \¥ 
R. Leopard . 
J. Lennington 

W. Mitchell 

Th. Mundy 

S. Mason 

J. Mason 

C. Mayner 

J. Nash 

J. Pusey 

W. Parker 

Jos. Peters 

J. Plumbridge 

W. Paxton 

W. Robinson 

— Redup 

J. Reed 

Jo. Reeves 

W. Sowerby 

M. Stevens 

H. J. Sutton 

W. Sharp 

J. Busby 

Thos. Stevens | 
Thos. Styles, jun. 3 
Thos. Timms 
— Thimms 

Thos. Twinn | 
Joh. Turner 

H. Woods 

J. Winchester 

W. Winchester 

W. Williamson 

W. Webster 

John White 

Will. Wassell 

Will Banister 


Jos, Bird 


John Hoare 
John Hindes 
Jos. Hoare 
George Hester 
Will. Henson 
Thomas Henson 
H, Harbutt — 
Timothy Harris 
John Leader 
Thos. Langley 


‘Rd,. Mitchell, jun. 
' Thos. Mitchell 


: Peters ¥ 
Thos: Porter - a 
W. Pullen ® 
Robt. Stannett 
















Jos. Walding 
Will Woodcroft | 














H. J, Chandler 
— Tilbury. 


Notwithstanding the reasons urged by 
welordships’ petitioners in this memo- 
Hy the commissioners have judged it 
le to decide on uniting our parish 
Of Btoke-Poges to eighteen others of the 
adjoining and surrounding parishes; and 
theyshave accordingly sent down to the 
a, their final order; that the union 

be effected and have operation from 
andiafter the 25. day of the present in- 
stant; March. 

_ Imaddition, therefore, to the objections 
Stated in the preceding memorial against 
the: proposed application of the discre- 
tionary powers of the commissioners un- 
derithe act in question to our said parish 
of Stoke-Poges, your lordships’ petitioners 
beg leave further to state, that they con- 
template with the deepest concern and 
regret, the general tendency of the said 
act to break up those local attachments, 
and) reciprocal. feelings of interest and 

subsisting between the richer and 
the poorer inhabitants of parishes, which 
have hitherto been so peculiarly beneficial 
to both parties, and conducive to the 
tranquillity and prosperity of the country. 
These considerations hereon they must 
leaye:te the wisdom of Parliament. 
 Younlordships’ petitioners, feeling con- 
vineed that it could not: have been the 
intention of the legislature to inflict any 
yon individual parishes. by the pro- 
contained in the twenty-sixth sec- 
ifthe forementiened act, most ear- 
at ly pray that your lordships’ honour- 

#iouse will take this matter into your 
t serious and early consideration, that 
rovisions: of the act: may: be so 
ag to obviate the occurrence of 
ious evils and distresses herein set 
y your lordships’ petitioners, and 
pt their parish: from any \compol- 
on with other parishes. 
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the workhouse of. that parish has at all 
periods been kept ina very high state of 
iléanliness ; that the bedding has been 
always well attended to; and that every 
wish expressed by me for beneficial aid, 
in any shape, for the sick, has been 
cheerfully complied with; and that only 
six patients required my attention in the 
workhouse during the months of De- 
cember and January, and those merely 
for temporary illness. 

j am further desired to make attesta- 
tion of the truth of the above, which I 
hereby do. 

W. Rosarrs, Surgeon. 
Sworn before me at Eton, this 21. of March, 
1835, 


Thos. Carter, one of his Majesty's Justices of 
the Peace for the county of Bucks, 





No, ILI. 

Thomas Ettridge, of Stoke-Poges, in 
the county of Bucks, yeoman, maketh 
oath and saith, That he attended a meet- 
ing at the Windmill-inn, on Friday the 
30. day of January last, which meeting 
this deponent was informed, and believes 
tohave been convened. by Mr. Gilbert, one 
of the sub-commissioners under the new 
Poor-law. Act; when Mr. Gilbert stated 
that the object of the meeting was to ex- 
plain how the provisions of the new Poor- 
law Act were about to be applied in that 
district ; and that the said Mr. Gilbert, 
in the course of his explanation, stated 
there would be a central poor-house 
erected either on Stoke-common or Ger- 
rard’s Cross-common, for the able-bodied 
and working class; and that all the pa- 
rochial poor-houses then belonging to 
the parishes in the proposed district or 
upian were intended to be wards to the 
proposed central house, and. that the ins. 
mates of the wards within the parishes of 
the district generally were to be classed ; 
videlicet, the women in some houses, the 
children in others, and the aged and :in- 
firm in others ; and that,the central house 
was to be appropriated for unemployed 
able. bodied working menonly. And this 
deponent, further saith, that at, such 
meeting, decided objections were made ta 


propesed application of the provi- 
[te of the said new Poor-law Act. to the 


said parish of Stoke-Poges ;. but. that, 
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notwithstanding such objections, the said 
Mr. Gilbert, when closing the book to 
which he had been referring, said, ‘‘ Now, 
“‘ gentlemen, | shall write to the board 
‘« to-morrow, and say that you are unani- 
“‘mously agreed,” or words to that 
effect ; and that such meeting was imme- 
diately afterwards dissolved. And _ this 
deponent further saith, that the said Mr. 
Gilbert admitted at such meeting, that 
after having visited the parishes in the 
proposed district, he had found the 
workhouse n the said parish of Stoke- 
Poges the best conducted. 

Tuomas Erraipvce. 
Sworn at Windsor, in the county of Berks, 


23. March, 1835. 
William Legh, Mayor. 





No. IV. 

James Emery, of Stoke-Poges, in the 
county of Bucks, yeoman, and the acting 
overseer of the said parish, maketh oath 
and saith, That in consequence of verbal 
notice given to him by Mr. Gilbert, one 
of the sub-commissioners under the new 
Poor-law Act, on Wednesday, the 28. day 
of January last, he, this deponent, on the 
Friday following attended a meeting held 
at the Windmill-inn, Salt-hill, when Mr. 
Gilbert stated, that the object of such 
meeting was to explain how the provisions 
of the new Poor-law Act were about to be 
applied to that district; and that the said 
Mr. Gilbert, in the course of his explana- 
tions, stated there would be a central 
poor house erected either on Stoke- 
common or Gerrard’s Cross-common, for 
the able-bodied and working class; and 
that all the parochial poor-houses then 
belonging to the parishes in the pro- 
posed district or union were intended to 
be wards to the proposed central house, 
and that the inmates of the wards within 
the parishes of the district generally were 
to be classed, viz. the women in some 
houses, the children in others, and the 
aged and infirm in others, and that the 
Proposed central house was to be appro- 
priated to unemployed able-bodied work- 

men only. And this deponent further 
saith, that at such meeting objections 
were made to the proposed application of 
the provisions of the said new Poor-law 
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Act to the said parish of Stoke-Poges ; 
but that, notwithstanding such objections, 
the said Mr. Gilbert, just before the 
meeting closed, intimated that he consi- 
dered that such meeting had agreed to 
his plans. And this deponent further 
saith, that he hath derived no information 
whatever as to the erection of the pro- 
posed central house on Stoke-common, 
or on Gerrard’s Cross-common ; or as 
to the appropriation of the existing poor- 
houses as wards to such central house ; 
or as.to the classification of the poor, 
from the Honourable and Reverend 
Sidney Godolphin Osborne, the incum- 
bent of the said parish of Stoke-Poges ; 
but that the information deposed to by 
this deponent was obtained by him from 
the said Mr.Gilbert at the above-mention- 
ed meeting. And this deponent further 
saith, that the said Mr. Gilbert admitted 
at such meeting, that after having visited 
the parishes in the proposed district, he 
had found the workhouse in the said 
parish of Stoke-Poges the best con- 
ducted. 
James Emery. 

Sworn at Windsor, in the county of Berks, 


this 23. March, ]835. 
Wm. Legh, Mayor. 





No. V. 

Samuel Whitmey, master of the work- 
house in the parish of Stoke-Poges, in 
the county of Bucks, maketh oath and 
saith, That on the day when the said 
workhouse was visited by the poor-laws’ 
commissioner, there was not one person 
on the premises under medical treatment, 
and only one who could be said to be un- 
well, and that his indisposition arose 
from natural weakness and old age; that 
since the said deponent has been master 
of the said workhouse, there never has 
been more than five persons il] in the 
house at one time; and that there is a 
sick-room, which is occupied by any that 
may fall sick. And this deponent further 
saith, that no persons able to work gre 
permitted to be idle; that the children 
are, as far as the said deponent is able 
instructed; that the boy Adaway, who 
was asked some question by the sub- 
commissioner under the new’ Poor-law 
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he. had been but six months in the said 


house, having come from another parish ; 
that he was, at the time when the said 
sub-commissioner visited the said poor- 
buse, able to say his cuitechism as 

well as most boys of his age, and that the 

fid boy regularly attends the Sunday- 
Bhoo!. And this deponent further saith, 

Mat the circumstance of the boys not 
sing clean in appearance was wholly to 

“be attributed to their having been em- 
‘Ployed in sifting turf-dust and ashes :for 

the use of the said poor-house. And this 
\ @eponent further saith, that the two bas- 
‘4 ‘tards, sent to the said poor-house six 
" Months ago, are the only bastards that 
* have been received therein during the 


‘a 


ce last three years. 
Se - Samus. WuaitMey. 


Stor at Windsor, in the county of Berks, 
aa ~ this 23. March, 1835, before me, 
, Wm. Legh, Mayor. 


No. VI. 

Samuel Mason, of Stoke-Poges, in the 
| county of Bucks, yeoman, maketh oath 
ig? nd saith, That he attended the meeting 
_ convened by Mr. Gilbert, one of the sub- 

' €Ommissioners under the new Poor-law 
Act, at the Windmill-inn, Salt-hill, on 
Friday the 13. of January last; and that 


he said sub-commissioner, in explaining 
that meeting his plan for uniting the 


e 


Bete Gjacent parishes in this district into a 


ion, did state, that a large central work- 
Rouse would be erected on Stoke-common, 
r on Gerrard’s Cross-common, to which 
Me able-bodied paupers of the parishes 
. “ uded in the said union were to be 
t; that the existing workhouses of the 
i [parishes were to be considered as 
fards to the said central workhouse, to 
ich wards the old and infirm, and the 
idren, were to be sent. And this de- 
lent further saith, that, amongst other 
tions made at the said meeting to 
| plan proposed by the said sub-com- 
sioner, that complaint was made that 
bper notice pf the said meeting had not 
h given; and that it was proposed, 
another meeting Should be called ; 
‘Which proposition the wi sub-com- 
ioner, would not agree that the 
| P jub-qpmitiisaiotiog” ithstanding 
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the objections then stated, uponclosing the 
book to which he had occasionally referred, 
said, that he should write and inform the 
commissioners that the said meeting had 
unanimously agreed to his plans. And 
this deponent further saith, that the said 
meeting shortly afterwards broke up. 
And this deponent further saith, that on 
or about the 3. of February last, he had 
a conversation with the said sub-commis- 
sioner about the land belonging to the 
poor of Stoke-Poges, situated on Stokes 
common, and also about the proposed 
union of the said parish, when he, the 
said deponent, expressed his opinion of 
the hardship that would be inflicted by 
taking away the children of the paupers 
from their parents, stating, as an in- 
stance, the case of John Lowman, a pa- 
rishioner of Stoke parish, who had lately 
been passed as a pauper to the said 
parish, and who, under the present law, 
was dwelling comfortably with his family ; 
whereas, by the proposed new arrange- 
ment, the said John Lowman, notwith- 
standing an excellent character, would, 
onb ecoming a pauper, have been taken 
away from his family and children, to 
the proposed central workhouse, and his 
family would have been broken up. And 
this deponent further saith, that the said 
sub-commissioner, in replying’to the said 
observations, suid he saw no hardship in 
the case; from which reply, and also 
more particularly from what he, the said 
deponent, heard stated by the sub-com- 
missioner at the said meeting at Salt-hill, 
he was and now is of opinion, that if the 
said union of the parish of Stoke-Poges 
be carried into effect, great distress and 
inconvenience will ‘be experienced by 
those who may become paupers in the 
said parish; as, by the arrangements 
proposed by the said sub-commissioner, 
it appears that, in that case, they will be 
separated from their family and house, 
and will, in fact, be sold up: 


Samvugt Mason, 


Sworn at Windsor, in the county of Berks, 
the 23. of March, 1835, before me, 
Wm. Legh, Mayor. 
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No. VII. 

Charles Thomas Depree, Esq. of Lang- 
ley; Broom, in the county of Bucks, 
maketh oath and saith, That he is pos- 
sessed of considerable freehold property 
in the parish of Stoke-Poges in the said 
county; that for above ten years past he 
has been in the habit of attending the 
vestries of the said parish; that he is well 
acquainted with the management of its 
poor, and with the state of the parish in 
general. And this deponent further saith, 
that, when conversing about the proposed 
parochial union with Mr. Gilbert, one of 
the sub-commissioners under the new 
Poor-law Act, on or about the twenty- 
seventh of January last, he, the said de- 
ponent, expressed his hope that the said 
parish of Stoke-Poges would not be com- 
prised in any such union, because the 
said parish could not be better managed 
than it then was ; that he, the said depo- 
nent, then also declared, that he did not 
approve of the separation ef men from 
their wives in the new workhouse, which 
separation appeared to him, the said de- 
ponent, to be intended by the new Poor- 
Jaw Act. And this deponent further saith, 
that the said sub-commissioner did not 
then at all contradict the said observa- 
tions and remarks. And this deponent 
further saith, that, to the best of his be- 
lief, no regular notice was given. of the 
meeting convened by the said sub-com- 
missioner for Friday the 30th of January 
last, at the Windmill-inn, Salt-hill; but 
having accidentally heard of it, he, the 
said deponent, did attend such meeting. 
And this deponent further saith, that at 
the said meeting the said sub-commis- 
sioner did explain the plan of. the in- 
tended union of the adjacent parishes, 
and did state that a central workhouse 
was to be built, able to contain several 
hundreds of persons ; that the expense of 
the. said building, would be about two 
thousand pounds, of which sum nine hun- 
dred pounds were to be raised from pro- 
perty belonging to some of the said pa- 
rishes; and that the said sub-commis- 
sioner, although then: requested: soto do, 
did not point out or specify the ‘said pro- 
perty. And thiedeponent-further saith, 
that the said sub-commissioner stated 
that he had found the-workhouses of the 
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several adjacent parishes generally incon- 
venient, and badly managed ; and that in 
the workhouse of Stoke-Poges the people 
were not properly classed ; and that there 
was no sick-room in the said workhouse, 
And this deponent further saith, that he 
did then desire Mr. Emery, the acting 
overseer of the said parish, to produce a 
list of the poor in the said workhouse; 
by which it appeared that they amounted 
to nineteen persons, of which ten were 
between sixty and eighty-one years of 
age, four children, under thirteen, two of 
sixteen, one of twenty twa, one of thirty- 
six, and one of fifty years of age; and 
that then he did distinctly state to the 
said sub-commissioner that there was a 
sick-room in the said workhouse fully ca- 
pable of accommodating as many persons 
as would probably fall sick at any time in 
the said workhouse; that he likewise 
stated that the parish was well managed, 
that the poor were made comfortable, 
and that thay did not cost the parish 
more than two shillings and ten-pence 
per head, as was to be seen by the last 
month’s accounts. And this deponent 
further saith, that the said sub-comimis- 
sioner did then distinctly allow, that the 
said workhouse was as well managed as 
it could possibly be under the existing 
circumstances. And this deponent fur- 
ther states, that he did at that meeting 
inquire of the said sub-commissioner 
whether or not it was intended to sepa- 
rate in the new workhouse the men from 
their wives : to which question no answer 
being returned by the said sub-commis- 
sioner, he, the said deponent, said that 
he had no objection that refractory per- 
sons should be punished, but. that he 
should be sorry that infirm persons should 
be separated; and sent from: their re- 
spective parishes. And this deponent 
further saith; that he then publicly told 
the said sub-commissioner that the union 
would be objected to. by the parish of 
Stoke Poges: And this deponent further 
saith, that at the said meeting. ‘no ques- 
tion was put, or other means resorted to 
by which the opinions of those. present 
could be ascertained ; but that the said 
meeting. shortly broke up, notwithstand- 
‘ing the objections which had been made 





}to.the proposed union. And this. depo- 
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nent further saith, that from the conver- 
gations which he has had with the said 
 gub commissioner, from what took place 
“Bt the said meeting, and ‘from the enact- 
ements of the new Poor-law, he is now of 













TH consequences to which he objected ,will 
ainly take place, if the arrangements 
the said sub-commissioner, respecting 
= union of the parish of Stoke-Poges, 
~ © “be carricd into effect. 

j aes Cuarves Deprer. 
= at Windsor, in the county of Berks, 
> Sthis 23. of March, 1835. Wo. Leou, | 
. .. Mayor. 








No. VIII. 


Copy of a Letter from the Poor-law Com- 
» smissioners to his Majesty’s-Secretary of 
State for the Home Department; with 





sand also a copy of the Declaration by 
_ wwhich the Eton Union has been formed. 
Weak. 

oo 

ths 

Por. Commission Office, Somerset House, 

17. March, 1835. 

’ Sir,—The attention of the poor-law 
re ‘commissioners for England and Wales 
~ ‘having been directed to a petition pre- 
& sented to the House of Commons from 
ue inhabitants of Stoke-Poges, they think 
“their duty to lay before you the fol- 
wing statement : 
he first plan for bringing the poor- 
amendment into operation in South 
"Buckinghamshire, which the commis- 
_‘@ioners had under their consideration, was 
ié formation of a union, comprehending 
fenty-nine parishes in the hundreds of 
e and Burnham. 
his proposal was objected to by many 
he parishioners of Stoke-Poges ; by 
ne, because it involved the necessity of, 
ding a new workhouse on Stoke Cont 
3 by others, because they deemed 
a of the commissioners to 
gether needless and uncalled for. 

2 objections were to 
missioners, both y.and in 
; and onthe ofa canoe 


State for the Home Department. 
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inion that the separations, and other’ 


#a copy of the Directions issued by them; | + it the parish of Stoke-Poges is situaie4. 


‘To his Majesty’s principal Secretary of | 
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from the parish, the commissionersthought 
it their duty to re-consider the arrange- 
ment. Having done so, they resolved on 
dividing the proposed union into two 
parts, by which means they obviated the 
necessity of building the workhouse on 
Stoke Common, and prevented the paupers 
of Stoke from being mixed with the 
paupers of more distant parishes, which 
some of the inhabitants thought likely 
to prove injurious to their character and 
morals. 

Thus modified, it appeared to the com- 
'missioners that the union was liable to no 
valid objection. By any further reduc- 
tion in its size, its management would 
have been rendered more costly and less 
fefficient. Its boundaries appear to be 
natural and convenient ; on the west and 
on the south it is bounded by the Thames, 
on the east by the county of Middlesex, 
and on the north by the line of the Bee- 
consfield Hills. In the centre of this cis 





To have excluded it from the union, would 
have disturbed and rendered imperfect the 
whole plan; and its position is such, that 
it could not have been left out in the bope 
of annexing it hereafter moreconveniently 
to some other union. 

It is true that the parish is not quite so 
highly rated as some of the adjoining 
parishes ; but no union can ever be formed 
by the commissioners, if parishes are to be 
omitted solely because their present bur- 
dens, from temporary or accidental causes, 
may happen to be somewhat less than 
those of an adjoining parish. Whatever 
advantage Stoke may have in this respect, 
it will, when its average expenditure is 
correctly. ascertained, continue to enjoy. 

It will contribute to the repairs and 
management of the workhouse, in the 
proportion which its average expenditure 
upon the poor for the last three years 
bears to the like average expenditure of 
the rest of the union; and it will only 
be charged with the relief of its own 
paupers, whether in .or out of the work- 
house. 

As soon as the union is completed, a 
board of, s will superintend the 
relief of the poor, and they will be aided 
by proper and efficient officers. No un- 











necessary pressure on the paupers neéd 
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be apprehended, as the commissioners 
have not deemed it expedient to enforce 
the provision contained in the 52. clause 
of the Poor-law Amendment Act, which 
enables them to direct that no relief shall 
be given to the able-bodied paupers, ex- 
cept in the workhouse. 

With reference to the workhouses, and 
the regulations to which they may here- 
after be subject, it is necessary to point 
out, that the commissioners have not as 
yet issued, with respect to the Eton 
union, any positive rules for their ma- 
nagement ; though, as regards another 
union, they are shortly about to do so. 


to the commissioners to have been fore- 
seen and contemplated by the legislature, 
‘that parishes might frequently object to 
be included in proposed unions, and that 
Gilbert’s Act having failed, principally 
‘because there was no power to compel 
parishes to unite, the commissioners had 
expressly been intrusted with a power to 
overrule such objections. 

The commissioners, therefore, having 
deliberately inquired into the situation 
‘and circumstances of the parish of Stoke- 
'Poges, and given to the representation of 
the parishioners the fullest consideration 





‘in their power, decided on including the 


In framing such rules, they are guided | parish in the Eton union; and they-con- 


mainly by the practiceand experience of pa- 
rishes in which well-regulated workhouses 
already exist ; and they think it will be 


their duty to act on that principle. They) 


know no reason why a system of work- 
house management, which has been found 
on trial to be perfectly successful in the 


parish of Cookham (only a few miles dis- | 


tant from Stoke-Poges), should not be 
equally applicable to the workhouses in 
the union in which that parish is situ- 
ated. 

When applied to for information on 


fidently believe that they have not erred 


in so doing. 

Their attention has been drawn ina 
particular manner to the district in which 
the parish is situate, and their interfer- 
ence in the neighbouring parishes had 
been anxiously solicited. 

The parish of Stoke-Poges itself, though 
the pressure of its poor is somewhat di- 
minished by the extensive charities, and 
benevolent disposition of many of its 
‘inhabitants, must still be considered as 
heavily burdened for the support of its 
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the subject of workhouse rules, the com- 'pauper population. The charge far the 
missioners have on all occasions said, | maintenance of its poor for the three last 
that they thought married couples should | years for which the parliamentary returns 
not be placed in different houses; that}are made up was as follows: 1830, 
children under the age of nurture should’ 671/.; 1831, 5152 ; 1832, 778/. Out 
not be separated from their mothers ; and | of a population of 1,252, it appears, by a 
that the aged, infirm, and sick paupers, | recent return, that 118 are paupers. Re- 
should be treated with care and tender- lief is stated to be allowed to the out-door 
ness, and not of necessity be forced into! paupers according to a scale (a practice 
workhouses, as they now generally are,|which in itself calls for a remedy, inas- 
in preference to the sturdy and able-| much as it is one of the worst which has 
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bodied pauper. 

With respect to the question which 
was in reality to be decided upon by the 
commissioners, in reference to the me- 
morial presented to them by the inhabit- 


ants of Stoke-Poges, the commissioners | 


were fully aware of its great importance. 
It imposed upon them the necessity of 
deciding, whether, because a portion of 
the inhabitants of a particular parish 
were disinclined to be included in a par- 
ticular union, and desired to be left in 
the undisturbed management of their pa- 
rochial affairs, it became at once the duty 
of the board to acquiesce. It appeared 


| been suffered to establish itself), and the 
cost per head of the paupers in the work- 
| house exceeds 4s. weekly, being nearly 
double the amount in well-regulated 
workhouses, where ample provision is 
made for the poor. The state of the pa- 
rish, as compared with others in the 
union, may be ascertained by a reference 


to which the commissioners lament that 
the returns are not complete to a later 
date. 

Though as yet the commissioners have 
‘Tefrained from issuing any rules which 
Should apply generally to the kingdom at 





do the accompanying table, with respect | 














‘ large, they have thought it their duty to 
- lay down certain directions for the guid- 
ance of boards of guardians, wherever a 
mion of parishes is formed. A copy of 
ese directions they have the neater to 
Wy before you, together with a copy of 
the declaration by which the Eton union 
has been formed. 
The commissioners have the honour to 
Subscribe themselves, 
Sir, 
Your most faithful 
and obedient servants, 
T. Frankianp Lewis, 
J. G. S. Lerevrg, 
Gro. NicHo.ts. 
‘i ‘(The documents for regulating the 
_ unions follow.) 






















‘ Sige the Honourable the Commons of 
Great Britain and Ireland, in Parlia- 
‘ment assembled. 

The humble petition of the under- 
signed inhabitants, labourers and 
others, of Stoke-Poges, in the 

a county of Bucks, 

- +4. Showeth,—That your petitioners being 
informed that a petition of certain rate- 
ody rs of the aforesaid parish has been pre- 

% to your most honourable House, set- 

ting forth the objections they entertained 

to the union of the said parish of Stoke- 
paeee with the adjacent parishes, under 

_ the new Poor-law Act, and praying the 

interference of your honourable House, 


' 









as far as regards the aforesaid parish ; 

Beg to express their entire concurrence 
with the prayer of such petition, and most 

humbly to solicit that no such union of 

the aforesaid parish may take place. 

_ And your petitioners, as in duty bound, 

will ever pray, &c. 















THE CORK TANNERS. 


ise of the Cork Working Tanners; an 
Letter to William Cobbett, Esq. 
M.P.—By Tuomas Sueanan, 
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Sir,—You are the labourer’s friend, 
a@ you are the advocate of a legal pro- 
on for the poor of Ireland—therefore 
s that I put you in possession of some 
actions which have taken place in 
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x” Roa, the said union may not take place,,. 
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this City.—In my opinion the labourer’s 
friend should not be unacquainted with 
them, and they argue strongly in favour 
of a Poor- law for Ireland. 

What transactions do you speak of? 
Transactions which have taken place be- 
tween the masters and the Working Tan- 
ners of this city—exhibiting the miser- 
ably low rate at which labour is remunera- 
ted amongst us, and the cruel lengths to 
which employers or capitalists will go, 
when unchecked by the salutary influence 
of a Poor-law. 

About the beginning of last November 
it became known to the public, through 
the journals, that the working tanners of 
this city had left their employment, and 
both conservative and reforming para- 
graphists agreed in condemning their con- 
duct. These said, that the tanners were 
the best paid of Irish labourers (some of 
them getting nine, ten, and twelve shil- 
lings a week): they insinuated that the 
turn out was the result of the interference 
of Fnglishmen jealous of the ascendancy 
which the Irish tanners were gaining over 
them; and they inveighed against the 
habit of Irish workmen to make unrea- 
sonable demands of their employers when- 
ever there is a stir in the business, or 
when they think they can do so with im- 
punity, 

I had heard that the working tanners 
of Cork were a very orderly body of men; 
indeed I mistake much if I had not heard 
their praises recited by more than one of 
their employers; I had myself personal 
knowledge of their being zealous reform- 
ers and warm-hearted Irishmen. These 
matters made me wish that the poor fel- 
lows should not put themselves in the 
wrong; and I accordingly procured an 
interview with a few of them, from whom 
I was sorry to learn that the masters had 
entered into a Bonn, binding themselves 
under a penalty of 100/. never to give a 
day’s employment to any individual of the 
several hundreds who had left their yards. 
I heard this, and I perceived from the 
language of my informants that if any 
person wished to be instrumental in pre- 
venting violence and in effecting a recon- 
ciliation between master and man, there 
was no time to be lost. Having incul- 
cated peace and forbearance on the minds ~ 
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of such of the working tanners as came 
my way, I advised them to place them- 
selves in a proper light before the public, 


a considerable portion of whom had been. 


prejudiced by the newspapers; and in 
furtherance of this advice the following 
was advertised in one of the public papers, 
and served on each master tanner in the 
form of a hand-bill : 


From the Working Tanners to the 
Masters. 


It being neither the wish nor the inte- 
rest of the working tanners of Cork to in- 
jure their employers, or to hurt the trade 
of the city—their sole object being to ob- 
tain from their employers terms which 
they think their services entitle them to, 
and which their employers may give with- 
out injustice to themselves, —they, the 
working tanners, in order to effect a 
friendly arrangement of the difference 
now existing in their trade, propose as 
foll ws :—That a Committee of seven, nei- 
ther masters nor working tanners, be ap- 
appointed, three by the men, four by 
the masters; to which committee both 
parties shall state their case, promising 
to abide by its decision; or, the working 
tamners are content to submit their case 
to the arbitration of the, six gentlemen 
who have been recommended to the 
lcrd heutenant as additional magistrates. 

Cork, November 11, 1834. 


This proposition of the working tan- 
ners produced no effect on the masters ; 
one of them said to me, that he “ did not 
think that the case called for arbitration 
—the men did not like the terms of the 
employers—there was an end to the 
affair, then. If he called into a draper’s 
shop and did not choose to give the price 
which the shopkeeper thought fit to set 
on his cloth, as well might the shopkeeper 
invite the public to arbitrate between 
them, as the working tanners invoke a 
third party to come between them and 
their masters.” 

On the lith November, the working 
tanners having received no communica- 
tion from the employers, drew up the fol- 
lowing paper, and gave instructions to 
their secretary to serve the principal em- 
ployer with it. ” 
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From the Working. Tanners .to the 
Masters. 


The working tanners of Cork respect- 
fully to be informed if it is the inten- 
tion of the masters to accept the invita- 
tion held out to them in the advertise. 
ment of the working tanners published in 
the Constitution of Tuesday, a copy of 
which is enclosed ; if such should not be 
their intention, the working tanners re- 
quest that the master tanners will say if 
they have any, and if any, what proposi- 
tion to submit to them. 


This paper was handed to the leading 
man in the trade; I have reason to think 
that it was not laid before a meeting of 
masters. 

The working tanners now came to me 
and told me that all their hopes centred 
in Mr. O’Connell, that he was to be in 
Cork in a few days, that the big fellows 
among the masters were his co-labourers 
in public and his friends in private, and 
that he would do everything for the poor. 
They requested of me to draw up an 
address, to be put into the hands of 
“The Man of the People.” 1. said, 
‘* Mr. O’Connell’s position requires that 
he should stand well with all classes in 
Ireland. He will not like to be dragged 
into an unpleasant difference between 
master and man; however, as you think 
he can be of service to you, and as there 
are so many hundreds of you suffering 
from idleness, you shall not say that | 
declined to assist putting him in posses- 
sion of all the circumstances of your 
case.” The following is substantially the 
statement which was presented to Mr. 
O’Connell; I write it from notes and 
memory, not having had time to make a 
copy, and having failed in recovering the 
original :-— 


To Danie. O’Coxnauy, Esa., M.P. 


Sir,—We, the working tanners of 
Cork, beg leave to express to you our de- 
light at seeing you once more amongst 
us: and to request your interference in 
a matter, in which we are deeply con- 
cerned, and in which the working classes, 
generally, feel a becoming interest. 

We are a body of men, about five hun- 
dred in number, who, by living on a po- 
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> diet for many years, have enabled 
r-employers to drive the English ma- 
facturer from the home market, to 
: ma} te with him successfully even at 
own door; to have carriages and 
ers, to quai claret and champagne, 
» be clad in fine linen and feast 
lumptuously.” The gains of several 
f those employers are notoriously im- 
ense; the regular losses in the “trade 
scarcely entitled to notice. 


ies ‘he rate of remuneration for our labour 


aay be seen from the following table, 
h is the result of am inquiry into the 
ber of hands employed and the 
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Our hours of labour render matters 
even worse. Of the 23 tan-yards .of 
which »we have spoken there is but one 
in which the working hours are from:six 
till six, seven o’clock and half-past. seven 
o’clock are the hours at which we.are 
generally allowed to desist from our la- 
bour, and sometimes eight o’clock. and 
even nine o'clock overtake us in our 
yards; moreover, we are liable to be 
called out even on Sundays; and em- 
ployers are known to work us some hours 
on these days, and that. without remune- 
ration. 

‘To relieve our condition, and to obtain 
a small portion of the fruits of our in- 


_ mount of wages paid in 23 of the prin- 
= yards of our city : 
Men. 
1 employed weekly at 
do. 


dustry and long forbearance, we associated 
and resolved as follows : 


1% 


Mm 


2 


i > al 
2 , That the man or 
e/ 


i 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

3 do. 
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The average weekly pay of 200 of these 

m does not exceed 6s. What, sir, 


— tt et et 
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coocococooooqoococoecoo 
CSCooaonmoaonoonanoons 


pould you do with six or seven or even 


ie 4 ght shillings fer the seven days of the 


, and what if you had a family? 
is it is that we are consigned to a po- 


‘tato dict, and that not of the best de- 


pription.* 





* I do not think that there was any men- 
min the address read by Mr. O’Connell of 
E perquisites ” of the working tanners. 
right to say that the omission is not at- 
butable to the men. They had supplied 
‘with information on that head; but in the 
y of throwing their case together it e8- 
ed my notice. The perquisites are not 
red among al the men; one man, who 
ented the class of fleshers, told me 
share of Tux oFFAL of the hides was w 
year, another man informed me that his 
ates arose out of the tan, and were 
n to him 3d. a fortnight. 





boy theretofore 
receiving (per s. 
week) "should have 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. do. 
do. ‘do. 


There was nothing very extravagant 
in all this, nothing to which our services 
had not entitled us, and which our em- 
ployers could not give with: ease. Here 
we owe it in candour to you to state, that 
the more expert ones of our business had 
it in contemplation to form themselves 
into a trade like the tanners of Dublin 
and England. Right or wrong, they felt 
that in associatien alone has the labourer 
any protection against that cupidity which 
begins and ends in self, and makes of the 
poor its special victims. 

It may not be unnecessary in this place 
to inform you that, whilst the tanners of 
Cork were meditating on this miserable 
increase of wages, fleshers were obtaining 
in Dublin and Bristol 18s..a week, and 
yard men 15s., and that in London 
fleshers were employed at 1/. Is. per 
week, yard menat 18s.,and helpers at 15s. 

Our employers, on Jearning what we 
had resolved, but without any strike,on 
our part, thought proper one morning to 
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discharge each two men, and one of these 
employers actually turned fourteen men 
out of his concern, because they said they 
belonged to that Consolidated Union of 
the Working Classes of which you, sir, 
are a member, and to which you tendered 
your services as law adviser. _ 
Having the feelings of men within us, 
conscious that we sought nothing unjust, 
and viewing the seventy or eighty men 
who were dismissed from the yards as 
victims for the common good, we said we 
would go out with them, and accordingly 
we struck. This strike was immediately 


followed on the part of the masters by an | 


agreement in which they bound them- 
selves under a penalty of 100/ never to 
give a day’s employment to one of us. 
We pray your particular attention to this 
bond. 

Rumours having been circulated that 
we were acting under English influence, 
and paragraphs of an injurious character 
to us having been inserted in the public 
papers; moreover, it being a clear thing 
that we had no interest in being idle, we 
invited an arbitration of our case by pub- 
lic advertisement: we said to our em- 
ployers, ‘‘Let a committee of seven, 
neither masters nor working tanners, be 
appointed, four by you, three by us; let 
both parties state their respective cases 
to it, and abide by its decision; or, let 
our committee of arbitration be the six 
gentlemen whom you lately wished to 
have appointed magistrates.” To this 
proposition no reply was given. We then 
called on the masters to say, if they had 
any proposition of their own to submit 
to us; no notice was taken of us; we 
merely heard it abroad that the Bond 
was regularly executed, and that it was 
lodged in the hands of an attorney, who 
was to pounce on the first subscriber, 
who should dare to violate it, and that 
none of us should ever again earn a shil- 
ling for ourselves in those yards, where 
we had made thousands of pounds for 
others. We submit to your good sense, 
sir, that, admitting even we had erred, 
this conduct of the masters was too high- 
handed ; that there was none of the milk 
of human kindness or the unction of 
christian charity in it. As to the bond 
into which they entered, you will not 
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hesitate to pronounce it illegal, cruel, ang 
inculcatory of vengeance; it is, more. 
over, unjust. Those who signed it, and 
who would thereby consign hundreds of 
us to starvation, may say that we were 
wrong once in our lives; but they should 
not forget that the sweat and toil of those 
lives were in their pockets. 

It has been urged against us that agri- 
cultural labour is had at a rate below that 
at which ours was requited, and that 
tens of thousands of poor men could be | 
procured from the country, most happy | 
to fill our berths. We admit, in bitter. 
ness of soul, that the Irish agricultural 
labourer is the most wretched of human 
beings—but we deny that the Cork mas- | | 
ter-tanner is justified in measuring our | | 








service or his duties by the rule of wrong 
supplied to him by the merciless Irish 
landlord; and we tell the employer, be 
he of town or of country, be he Catholic 
or be he Protestant, that theré is another 
tribunal, where the sweat of the labourer 
will be duly appreciated, and where he who 
defrauds that labourer of his just reward 
will be condemned. 

It is not long, sir, since the misunder- 
standing has taken place between us and 
our employers,—even so we have already 
suffered more of privation than you can 
well conceive; the wages allowed to us 
by our employers were too scanty toen- 3 
able us to make savings, or to hold out | 
in any cause. We come to you, then, | 
hoping that you will interpose your gool 7 
services, and assist in effecting that ad- 
justment which we have attempted in — 
vain. We respectfully submit that we 7 
have some claims on your attention. Far ~ 
as our humble efforts were availing, they 
were always at the service of our country, — 
and we boast of being your co-labourels © 
in “‘ the good cause.” At the last elec- 7 
tion several of our body who are electors, © 
rejected bribes that would be fortunes t0 } ~ 
them, and voted for the popular candi- | 98 
dates; also, the majority of the mastel © 
tanners of Cork are your personal friends; | 
your representations must have grea 
weight with them. 

Mr. O’Connell! it is the opinion of 
many, and an opinion that is every ay 
gaining ground, that, if there were * 
legal provision for the poor of Ireland, the 








ho 








frish labourer would not be, as he is, en- 
‘tirely at the mercy of the employer, 
icultural or manufacturing. You are 
sed to poor-laws ; we give you credit 
r bei ing influenced in your opposition to 
hem by the purest motives. We fear, 
Byer, that you depend too much on 
he humanity and considerateness of indi- 
“yiduals ; the tender bosom of too many 
bf whom is an obdurate and unfeeling 
Fock. Pray, sir, try what you can do 
with the master tanners; see if you can 
mplify in them the truth of your 
theories. Many hundreds of men, wo- 
fen, and children, may be saved from 
extreme destitution, by your successful 
remonstrances. Require, at least, that 
the bond be cancelled. Whether you 
succeed or fail, you shall be equally en- 
titled to our gratitude. 
We are, sir, 
Most respectfully 
and devotedly yours, 
Tag Workine Tanners or Cork. 















Mr. O'Connell read this address, and 
an interview to some of the work- 
tanners; two of these informed 
me that Mr. O’Connell expressed re- 
gret that the tanners should throw 
themselves out of employment in the 
inclement season of the year; repre- 
Toren how easy it was for the master tan- 
s to fill their places; denied that tan- 
“hil ie was a trade in England; advised that 
~ the men should return to their work and 
pror aise the masters that they would not 
ibine for twelve months. My re- 
pa gave me to understand that Mr. 
~ OConnell spoke, as if some of the mas- 
‘tanners had suggested that the men 
hould enter into an engagement not to 
m a combination for seven years; and 
‘Mr. O’Connell having given his ad- 
to the working tanners, desired them 
} and consult ‘their friends and to re- 
Fto him in half an hour with their 
wer. 1 believe I was the only person 
whom they were in consultation ; 
yhen they came to me with an ac- 
of their interview and sought my 
umion as to how they ought to act, I 
, *“‘ Are you disposed to go back to 
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employments on the old terms, 
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‘gested by Mr. O’Connell ?” They re- 
plied, ‘‘ We are; we can’t help it—our 
families are in a very bad state.”’ Where- 
upon I said, ‘* That being the case, I will 
“‘ draw up the answer which I think be- 
“‘ comes you,” and | wrote it off accord- 
ingly. 


TO DANIEL O'CONNELL, ESQ., M. P. 


Sir,—We feel exceedingly grateful to 
you for the trouble you are taking in our 
behalf. Pressed by the hard hand of ne- 
cessity, having no prospect before us but 
starvation, if we do not submit to terms 
which we cannot approve, we consent to 
return to our employments on the old 
conditions, and to pledge ourselves not 
to form any union for twelve months. 
Whilst, however, we thus yield, we feel 
that we owe it as a duty to ourselves and 
to our children to protest in the face of 
Heaven and our country that justice is 
not done to us. 

Tae Workina Tanners, 


(To be continued), 





FIELD SEEDS. 


Per lh. 

Swedes ........ ccccccce.e ce OS. Od, 
WO HOE Siinig cig des ces > a. ey Oe 
Web cesainss aan tues Mare 
i CP ree P sececssee Oo VU 
Stn UE on. weesanna ae 6 0 
Early Batterséa ...... 20.000 6 0 
NG 6 cace'ne de ntiewsie 8 0 
ONG owas sets ds sc ame nia 8 0 
Corn, per bunch ........cce00 1 Q 





SEED BAGS. 


The following is a list of the Seeds 
in the bag. A copy of it will be found 
in each bag. Each bag is 10s. 6d, 
There are no larger bags ; because it 
has been found inconvenient; and, in 
the case Of LARGE GARDENS, two or 
three bags may be had; which will be 
convenient, too, for different sowings. 
[ trust that the Seeds will now be found 
to be safely done up; and I pledge my- 





j to enter into the engagement sug- 


self for their goodness, The number 
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on the bags tells the sort that is within. 
Owing to an accident, the list is nof 
quite alphabetical; but, this is of no 
importance. 


No. 

1, Asparagus, 
. Windsor Bean. 
Long: pod Bean. 
Karly Masagan Bean. 
. Scarlet Running Kidney Bean. 
6. White Ruaning Kidacy Bean. 
7. Black Dwarf Kidney Bean. 
8. Dun ditto 
Speckled ditto. 

Beet, blood Red. 
White Brocoli. 
Purple ditto. 
Early York Cabbage. 
. Savoy. 
. Scotch Cale. 
. Carrot. 
. Cauliflower. 
Celery. 
. Chervil. 

20. Cress. 
21. Endive. 
22. Leek. 
23. White Coss Lettuce. 
£4. Mustard. 
25. Onion. 
26. Parsnip. 
27. Parsley. 
28. Knixzht Pea. 
29. Early Scarlet Radish. 
30. White Turnip Radish. 
31. Spinage. 

32. Squash. 

33. Garden Turnip. 

34. Cucumber. 

55. Green Cabbage Lettuce. 
36. Green Coss Lettuce. 
37. Cobbeit Corn. 

38. Early Dwarf Cabbage. 
39. Early Battersea Cabbage. 
40. Early-frame Pea. 

41. Dwarf Marrowfat Pea. 
42. Tall Marrowfat Pea. 


N.B. I have no Cis-A/pine Straw 

3 aipine Slraw- 

berry Seed ; but, packets of fine p/ants, 
at 2s.6d.each packet ; which will bear 


great crops this year. To be 
Bolt.court. : ; oe 
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From the LONDON GAZETTE. 
Fripay, Apri .24. 


INSOLVENTS. 


JONES, .J. S., Ramsgate, dealer in fancy 
arti les. i 

THOMSON, W., Cross-lane, St. Mary-at-hil|, 
wine-merchant. 


es 






BANKRUPTS. 


HARRIS, W., Fareham, Hampshire, cattle. | 
‘salesman. 
HORD, R., Bishopthorp, Yorkshire, dealer, 
RAYNER, T., Manchester, victualler. 
RODHARD, F., and C. Massina, Turnham. 
green and Hammersmith, schoolmasters, 
SAYERS, W., Horsham, Sussex, baker. 
SMALLWOOD, T., Birmingham, grocer. | 
WILLIAMS, W., Panteague, Monmouthshire, 


—— 


ae 


i 
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a 


shopkeeper. ; ‘ 
SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. . 
LANG, J., Dumbarton, merchant. Vs 
SMALL, C., Anstruther, grocer. ’ 





Toespay, Apri 28. 


INSOLVENT. : 

KNOX, H., jun., Park-street, |Marybome 
merchant. ¥ 
BANKRUPTS. 


BELL, C. R., Leeds, cloth-merchant. vet 
BODIN, W., Manchester, agent and_hait- Mo 
dresser. 
CHAPMAN, T. F., Littleham and Exmouth 
Devonshire, hotel & lodging-house keepe! 
CROSBY, J., Nottingham, dyer. 
DANIELL, T., Michael-church-court, Her 
fordshire, copper-smelter. A 
DUNN, M., Preston, Lancashire, wine-mcr — 
chant. ; 
PROCTOR, B. P., Prospect+place, Radford, — 
Nottinghamshire, lace-maker. q 
RICHAKDSON, T., Norwich, coal-merchatt — 
WEBSTER, A., St. Michael’s-alley, Cornhill, ~ 
victualler. Op 
WILLIS, J., High -street, Poplar, victuallet. _— 
BT 
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LONDON MARKETS. 


Mark-Lanr, Corn-Pxcn anc, April2/- 
We had but a very moderate supply of Whe# 
jand other articles from the neéighbourit 
counties this morning, The weather is vet! 














i frosty for this late period of the sea- 


jm: Fine Wheat sold readily at an improve- 
‘1s. per quarter over last Monday’s 







fancy is but there was no advance on se- 
ry descriptions. 
hil scarce, and rather dearer than this 





; 
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: Peas no alteration. 


































att. JB@ains 1s. per quarter higher. 
iz ~ We had a very large arrival of Oats in the 
ae \ of last week and this morning, for 
ham- we experienced a fair demand to-day 
“ at d. ‘per quarter under last Monday’s prices. 
2 hats 
hire Wheat, English, White, new .... 38s. to 44s. 
: ee 44s. to 48s. 
vei Med, new..........---. 34s. to 36s. 
Old. J pbdecwecde 04 SOR) G08, 
Naas Mncolnshire, Ca 34s. to 38s. 
See hite .......066- w+ee- 388. to 40s. 
‘ » Yorkshire, Obs ccicndaics 34s. to 38s. 
me BOND. sc cciccevciecicess 38s. to 40s. 
Northumberl. & Berwick 34s. to 38s. 
we uamme white ...........- 37s. to 39s. 
Ahi Dundee & choice Scotch 38s. to 40s. 
Trish red, good 32s. to 35s. 
BED 6 0u:d 0 euned abies . 36s. to 38s. 
EMD coCCecéccescccc ee esos « 30s. to 32s. 
» English, grinding ...... 24s. to 28s. 
Sopistilling ...........0. - 28s. to 32s. 
- ie. Maltiog = éditevhatle Rustin te 32s. to 35s. 
pe@hevalier.........++-+- 38s. to 41s. 
Malt BG IEA «ud seen ceniea 44s. to 54s. 
PIOU 50 voles ccicevens 56s. to 64s. 
Beans, Tic, BOW vcctwes woah 34s. to 36s. 
‘ir. See 48s. to —s 
a ee Oe 36s. to 38s 
th. iy 60s ¢es Keo nieran ah 38s. to 40s. 
er 8, White, English.......... 34s. to 36s. 
Foreign .....-.. ee 33s. to 35s. 
re: Gray or Hog .......--. 34s. to 36s. 
MMMNGS ccc ccecscocsces 36s. to 38s. 
of . Polands . ’ 24s, to 27s, 
; RS Lincolnshire, ‘short small 24s. to 26s. 
i ’ Lincolnshire, feed ...... 23s. to 25s. 
Yorkshire, feed ........ 23s. to 25s. 
nt BUMRC . oi cccccescccee ve 24s. to 26s. 
i _- Northumberland and Ber- 
' wick Potato.......... 27s. to 28s. 
> ) Ditto, Angus .......... 25s. to 26s. 
' _ Banff and Aberdeen, com. 26s. to 27s. 
ME POtatO ®.. 2. cee eceeceee 27s. to 29s. 
' Irish Potato, new...... 23s. to 24s. 
' Feed, new light ...... 20s. to 22s. 
Black, PORE C6 ki c00\s sine 22s. to 24s. 






) Foreign feed. eseeesecees 228; to 25s. 
_ Danish & Pomeranian, old: 20s. to 23s. 

Petersburgh, Riga, &c. .. 228. to 243. 
le in bond, feed.. 138. to 163. 
oa Sir aiy sedis 17s. to 1980 













— 





2np May, 1835. 


318. 






SMITHFIELD, April 27. 


This day's supply of Sheep and Lambs was, 
for the time of year, rather great; its supply 
of Beasts, Calves, and Porkers, moderately 
good. Trade was, with prime small Lamb 
and Veal, somewhat brisk; with the larger 
and inferior kinds, as also with Beef, Mutton, 
and Pork, very dull, at no quotable variation 
from Friday's prices. 

About 2,100 of the Beasts, more than a 
moiety of which were Scots, the remainder 
about equal numbers of homebreds, Devons, 
and Welsh runts, with a few Herefords and 
Irish Beasts, were, for the most part (say 
about 1,500 of them) from Norfolk ; the others 
from Suffolk, Essex, and Cambridgeshire ; 
about 100, chiefly Shorthorns, Devons, and 
runts, with a few Scots and Irish Beasts, from 
Lincolnshire and Leicestershire; about 200, 
in about equal numbers of Herefords, Devons, 
and Welsh runts, with a few Irish Beasts, 
from our western and midland districts ; about 
80, chiefly Sussex beasts, with a few runts and 
Devons, from Kent, Sussex, and Surrey; and 
most of the remainder, including about 30 
lusty Townsend Cows, from the stall feeders, 
&c., near London. 

About a moiety of the Sheep, fully three- 
fourths of which were out of the wool, were 
new Leicesters, in about equal numbers of the 
Southdown and white-faced crosses; about a 
fourth Southdowns; and the remainder in 
about equal numbers of old Leicesters and 
Lincolns, Kents, Kentish half breds, and 
horned and polled Norfolks ; with a few pens 
of horned Dorsets and Somersets ; horned and 
polled Scotch and Welsh Sheep, &c. 

The Lambs, in number about 7,000, con- 
sisted of about equal numbers of Southdowns, 


.| Dorsets, and new Leicesters; with a few pens 
.| of Kentish half-breds, &c. 


Per stone of 8lbs. sinking offal. 


SS i we 
Inferior Beef ...... 2 O0to2 2 
Ditto Mutton . 2 4to2 6 
Middling Beef ...... 2 6to 210 
Ditto Mutton. ...... 210to3 2 
Prime Beef ........ 3 6to4 O 
Ditto Mutton ...... 3 10to4 6 
Wis cced.souide «dal 3 4to4 8 
Pogkks sw 66% 0. devas cone 3B Ot0'4 @ 
IPED 5 Oto6 0 





THE FUNDS. 
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3 per Cent. 
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MORISON'S MEDICINES. 


Cure of Cramps and General Debility. 
To Mrs. M‘Clellan, Agent for Castle- Douglas. 


ADAM,—I would consider myself both 
unthankful and ungrateful were I to 
conceal the benefit 1 have received fram Mo- 
rison’s Vegetable Medicines. About the be- 
ginning of last March, I was seized with a 
severe complaint over the whole body, and 
was troubled with cramps to such an extent, 
that 1 thought my toes would have been 
twisted off joint. 1 was in that state for about 
three days, when my daughter began to get 
alarmed, and wished to call a doctor. I in- 
sisted on her not bringing a medical man to 
the house, but stated that I would rather have 
Mrs. M‘Clellan and Morison’s Pills. Accord- 
ingly you were sent for, and gave me nine 
pills of No. 2, which had the desired effect ; 
for, as soon as they began to operate, the 
pains and cramp ceascd, and, after a short 
continuation with the medicines, 1 got quite 
well. This is the second time that, by the 
blessing of God, I owe my life to Mr. Mori- 
son’s Pills. Hoping that the blessing from 
above, which maketh rich, and addeth no 
sorrow, may attend you, and all others en- 
gaged in the Hygeian cause, is the sincere 

wish of, Madam, your obedient servant, 
“STHER CAMPBELL. 

Castle-Douglas, June 19, 1834. 


Cure of an Affection of the Heart. 
To T. La Mott, 

Sir, —Ann Welbourn, of Siggleshorn, wishes 
to.inform you, for the benefit of the afflicted, 
that she bas had the first meiical advice in 
Hull, and others, none of which could give 
her any relief; but since she took Morison’s 
Pills, which she has done for two years and 
a half, she hae not enjoyed such good health 
for years. Her complaint was an affection of 
the heart. She says too much cannot be said 
in favour of the medicines, nor would she be 
without them. 

I am sir, respectfully, 
WILLIAM LOUNSBOROUGH. 
Hornsea, Sep. 19, 1834. 


READ’S UNIVERSAL BATH. 


HE benefit derived from the 

BATHS, as recommended by the high- 

est Medical Authorities, are too well known 
to require any comment. 

This contrivance combines every kind of 
Bath now in use, viz., the Shower, Vapour, 
Douche, Hip, Fountain, and Warm or Cold 
Water Bath, either separate or the whole 
combined in one for domestic use. It pos- 
sesses advantages never before obtained, as it 
affords the most perfect facility for taking 
every kind of Bath, or of using them in com- 

tion with each othor. Its chief recom- 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
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mendation also is, the convenience it affords 
to Families and Invalids of having in thei; 
own house a small compact portable apparatus, 
which may be removed from room to room, 
and at all times prepared for use with facility 
and dispatch. Also, a new and expeditious 
mode of heating the Baths never before prac. 
tised. It is so adapted, that it may be taken 
to pieces and conveniently packed for the 
country. 

Manufactured and sold by the Patentee, 
35, Regent-circus, Piccadilly. 





ek RESTORED, Nervous Head-ache 
tS Cured, and Cholcra Prevented. Under 
the Patronage of his late Majesty and the 
Lords of the Treasury. Mr. Abernethy used 
it, and termeditthe faculty’sfriend and nurse’s 
vade-mecum. Dr. Andrews. also recommends 
it. Cures.—Mr. A. Mackintyre, age 65, 3, 
Silver-street, Golden-square, of gutta serena; 
Mr. P. Sanderson, 10, Harper-street, Leeds, of 
cataract; Mr. H. Pluckwell, Tottenham-house, 
Middlesex, of ophthalmia; Miss S. Englefield, 
Park-street, Windsor, of nervous head.-ache. 
Testimonials from medical gentlemen and fa- 
milies of the first respectability, proving the 
above, may be seen. at 39, Broad-street, 
Bloomsbury, and. 24, King-street, Long-acre. 

The high patronage GRIMSTONE'S. EYE- 
SNUFF has obtained, is a testimonial beyond 
suspicion. 
most wholesome snuff taken,.and is recom- 
mended for its benign influence on all who use 
it. Sold in canisters, at 1s.-3d., 2s. 4d., 4s. 4d, 
and 8s.each. Look to the signature of the 
inventor, and the patronage. Sold in every 
country town. 





CHEAP CLOTHING FOR THE SEASON, : 


AT 


Gy WAIN AND CO.’s, Tailors, 93, «Fleet 
9 street, near the avenue leading to 5t- 
Bride’s church. 


FOR CASH ONLY. 


£. 3. d. 
A Suit of Superfine Clothes..... sop O 0 
Ditto, Black or Bluc...........+.- 5 10 0 
Ditto, Imperial Saxony ........... 6 6 0 
A plain Suit of Livery ............ 410 0 


And every other article equally cheap. 


[ recommend Messrs. Swain and Co. 
as very good and punctual tradesmen, 
whom I ‘have long employed with great 
Satisfaction. Wa. Consett. 
LL 
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